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Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there
wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he
should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him
permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a
merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an
underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard
this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif
Mamoun dxl.78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They
clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even
as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and
abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet.
Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him
special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and
committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the
realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah
Bekht and his vizier..One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold
before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and
beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my
lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady
Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of
my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the
Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not
content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come
to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my
occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month
and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady
Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are
my traces from the wise men's sight,.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking
at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following
verses:.Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and
mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the
slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there
remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170)
furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute
and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.?THE
SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..Now the king
was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent
him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the
foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered
worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly
before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he
and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like,
so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when
I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and
hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay
hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.'
(243).? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.So the folk resorted to
her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his
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oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of
time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he
was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..Now the king
was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all
assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to
his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the
damsel's brother. (176).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..On the fourth day, all the
troops and the people of the realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit
them; so they entered and paid her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to
Selim, and they consented and paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then
said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented
unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I
disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me
with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for
women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself
with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest
therewith whom ye will.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons
change and man's excused if he transgress.."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself,
'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the
wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in
to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth
before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I
would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have
thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.When the old woman saw this,
she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the
party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know
that this is my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!'
Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said,
'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..? ? ? ? ? Make drink your
usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.Then he
turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her
and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set
out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and
torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily,
there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered
she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me
the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes
brimmed over with tears at her story..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath
nought standeth me in stead..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his
wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king
of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my
sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his
handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is
what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He
chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies,
bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.King
Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there
befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which
betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have
already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".Now there was before us a high mountain, (200)
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rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain
and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and
look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been
cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of
friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in
the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or
reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon
one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to
God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place.."There was once a man, a
merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her,
'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country
to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs
and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and
munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O
king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him
a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? o. The
Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart
blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.When the
night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted
of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with
me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen,
and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was
halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..Now the late king had left a
wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old
royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for
the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day
and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his
children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.94. The King and the Virtuous Wife
cccciv.Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what
leach can make it whole?.8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me
thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty
and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong
to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling
slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be
troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".So
the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber
door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope
gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his
father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and
houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..120. The
Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.One day the
Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted
him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke
him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the
readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love
for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the
young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant,
erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to
Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif
said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no
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tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted
him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..The Twenty-First Night of the
Month..When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground
and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him,
'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in
the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is
the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and
lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..Then said the Sheikh
Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled,
God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen
Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my
lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the
Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah,
indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she
arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh,
whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up
Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated
for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince
returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son
El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king
bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the
standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence,
till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents
there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..Prince Bihzad,
Story of, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou
hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid,
it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and
returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of
the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to
Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the
eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The
eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the
Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him,
'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking
the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened
the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away,
and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the
Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither
drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then,
is that which hath betided him after thee.'.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine,
With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.132. Sindbad the Sailor and
Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and
prone before her fall..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst
smite..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..85.
Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.So Abdulmelik went away to his
house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with
what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid
approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the
Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the
contract of marriage..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's
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content..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to
escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not
obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause
of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches]
practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy
thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was
to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was
on this wise..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed
the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and
questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and
of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming
on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate
Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover,
he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..Would
we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.Presently, up came the Khalif and
the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when
the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was
grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before
Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars
and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall
be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and
gotten thy stake.".It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they
plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king,
that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the
king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A
man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and
plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the
desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for
the issue of patience is good.'.God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..I blessed him and thanked him and abode
with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when
they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.'
So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and
my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods
and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants
brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and
the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted
deer;.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its
breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days'
journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of
emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself
by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return
to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a
present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I
hear and obey.'.One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer
to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent,
so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel
arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that
thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were
liefer to me than any [husband].'.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken
was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere,
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indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A
moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my
voice in praise I rear..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by,
yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's
wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her
before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw
her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured against
him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother!
Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the
king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and
I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and banished me,
without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered
repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled
me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself
on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from
him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done
was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled
and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that
which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised
himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the
pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of
haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer,
"it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their
reliance, especially for kings.".?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE
KNEW NOT..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..? ? ? ? ?
God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.Singer and the Druggist,
The, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white,
"This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..So the youth obeyed his father's
commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this
fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I
know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him
for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer
answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could
do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance,
such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.Then he
could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his
kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the
desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with
them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he
abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his
mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the
days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought
but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant
flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir
Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and
he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported
to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private
with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this
story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the
street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what
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place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In
despair for the loss of the loved one am I..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and
vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she
despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes
and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the
eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits
of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness;
nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the
matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he
turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not
betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and
gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not
in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her,
'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest
mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth
to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and
this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said,
'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and
he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.There
came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a
damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of
police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the
casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took
leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and
when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household,
[who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i.
61..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was
curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast
about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was
exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of
ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she
said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".When the king had made
an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the
morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they
ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he
had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and
reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..38. The Lover who feigned
himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she
mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of
him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst
waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old
man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into
my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold
water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she
slept and rested herself..HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the
Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a
cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it
was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to
your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the
milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were
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confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this
stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these,
wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing
endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.When came the night, the king
summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er
Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to
intercede.'.? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for
mercy bawl!.9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns
or fate's caprices, in his pride..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated
him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his
ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of
clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own
country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost
thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of
condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore.
He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and
there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his
affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to
night..Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events;
for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is
this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor,
possessing not a single dirhem.".No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..After that, there appeared a queen, never
saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown
set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right
and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not
over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her,
standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand
dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when
she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of
those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay
hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee
to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and
all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain
door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and
obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden
them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it
heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he
returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and
went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a
crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this
woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending
that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.When it was the fourth
day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk
of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart
cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he
commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate,
whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me
whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou
desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son
of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.? ? ? ? ?
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To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.Then he raised his head
to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land
and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she
betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I
knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear
for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of
trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii.
193..When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had
promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon
aye;.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? For know that hither
have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground
with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown
the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the
turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou
wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus,
and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out
and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had
betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful,
he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and
broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine
to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should
come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my
esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of
good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and
mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her
redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and
favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at
Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful
hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard
this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty
calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick."
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