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Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook
inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was
his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to
eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of
thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one
syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on
the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be
delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.Whenas the
soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God,"
quoth I, "remember me!".As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out
and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard
him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou
dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy
mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him,
"God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any
hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth
and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished
wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of
her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the
taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to
the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there
stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was
money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled
him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at
him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her
hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my
shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none
other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I
did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the
earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif
Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,'
answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth.
Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth
Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she
is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not
contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that
which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.? ? ? ? ? My body
is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me,
My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away
with rigour and despite..[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with
me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after
which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the
story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars
and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to
know of her and I will contrive the trick.".The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither;
after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who
belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be
a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with
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them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the
folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a
turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the
turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her
kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to
make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her
occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..So he arose and taking his
weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain
village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country
parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their
present ease and the village became to them a home..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I
weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured
before me many a year..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS
ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Selim abode in the governance, invested
with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his
wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he
appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife
and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of
the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted,
nor e'er, i. 49.."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and
estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ...
?" [And he repeated the following line:].? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt
prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth,
(252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of
the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old
Man's Story ii.81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to
me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this,
[thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought
out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am."
Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may
accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let
cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O
youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas
kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two
caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to
endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present."
So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii.
5..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the
Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.Now the king of
the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their
counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to
leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment
with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there
man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the
crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the
forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up
and set him on his back..Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to
drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son,
O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I
repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the
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superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own house..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.Then they told the damsel, who
came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and
gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the
king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed
his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech
and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes]
and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace,
went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were,
When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Now there was in the house a ram,
with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running
at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the
singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done
suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i.
61..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old
man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the
king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou
hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have
occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king
'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.? ? ? ? ?
a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you,
pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself],
'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set
out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old
woman and the king.".? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS.
(41).The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.Man whose Caution was the
Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to
now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken,
when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on
hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I
obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in
three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".4. The Three Apples lxviii.As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs,
private and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of thee with the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169)
of the vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over
them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of
them; and ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a
virtuous vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's
righteousness for thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will
do evil.".? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they
flow..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray,
wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh,
sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.His love he'd have hid, but his tears
denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.Presently,
one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put
them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter
the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of
laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon
the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth
Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his composition and his frankness, and he said in
himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and saying to Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to
the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid, who bade
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the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where Aboulhusn could not see him..O'erbold art thou in that to
me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and
dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed
and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in
marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may
not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought
befell between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt
mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..[One day],
as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his
head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he
answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we
shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the
Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at
that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..? ? ? ? ? If
slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i.
126..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him,
and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who
liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who
occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had
invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain
man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need
of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him
what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time],
more or less..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide
[their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying.
When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are
tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the
watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound
by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel,
a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb]
and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to
God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him
and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden
was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before
the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them."
"By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast
lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the
eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head,
weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face
swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and
came hither, that I might tell you the news."."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known
and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered
Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following
verses:.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and
the next day till the evening..I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.?STORY
OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any
wise resign..Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second
commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a
share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and
send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall
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be thy justification against her." (22).? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with
the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.? ? ? ? ?
Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he
brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for
her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and
entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring
them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she
entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner
of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When
the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue
of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say
what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a
man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth
rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow
dccccxi.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her
longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and
could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King
Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my
servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,'
answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest
thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his
uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts
pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,'
answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..The
Second Night of the Month.The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy
commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father
hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's
father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have
patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince
waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to
stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and
stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed
my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after
her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with
her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came
again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech
and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise
and come with me.'.? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..Trust in God, Of,
114..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.Then, in his anger, he walled
up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house
wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should
carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck
in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly
the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy
hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my
occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a
ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..Then he folded the
letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its
contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament.
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(88).[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who
cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these
two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a
cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching
heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she
saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise
up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.When it was the
seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy
long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?"
The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him,
"Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can
be no forgiveness for thee.".When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured
abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its
suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and
sojourned three days..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that
which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..One day the Commander of the Faithful
bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he
rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and
deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech
and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put
her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering
into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with
an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him
with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou
been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord,"
answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to
last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf
That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to
the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I
rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was
like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:
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