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DEATH AND REPAIR
Furthermore, fear of the unknown is a weakness also because it humbles us. Humility, Caesar Zedd declares, is strictly for losers. For the purpose

of social and financial advancement, we must pretend to be humble-shuffle our feet and duck our heads and make self-deprecating remarks-because

deceit is the currency of civilization. But if ever we wallow in genuine humility, we will be no different from the mass of humanity, which Zedd

calls "a sentimental sludge in love with failure and the prospect of its own doom.".The guest room. Bring Grace to the window. Disengage the

latch. No good. Warped or painted shut. Small panes, sturdy mullions too difficult to break out..Barty, she explained, would be rich in many ways.

Financially rich, but also rich in talent, in spirit, intellect. Rich in courage, honor. With a wealth of common sense, good judgment, and luck..The

boy's silvery giggles rang as merrily as sleigh bells, his Christmas spirit undampened. "Not between, Mommy. Nobody could do that. I just ran

where the rain wasn't.".Ever the romantic, he wanted to surprise her. Voila! Flowers, wine, and moi. Since their electrifying connection in the

hospital, she had been yearning for him; but she wouldn't expect a visit for a few weeks yet. He was eager to see her face brighten with

delight..Three equally modest rooms opened off this lounge. Two housed complete dental units, and the third provided cramped office space shared

by the receptionist and the doctor.."For the love of God," Junior pleaded, "can't you please give me something for the pain?"."Oh? Do they rent

their house out to pirates with little pirate children, clowns with little clown children?"."I got to admit," Nolly said, "I'm surprised these little pranks

have rattled him so deeply.".This time, even San Francisco, under a Chinese-blue sky stippled with a cloisonne of silver-and-gold clouds, couldn't

provide solace or calm Celestina's nerves. Her sister's dilemma wasn't as easily put out of mind as any problem of her own might have been-and she

herself had never been in such an awful situation as Phimie was now..For a moment, Junior drew a blank on Renee. Reluctantly, he trolled the past

and fished up the painful memory: the gorgeous transvestite in the Chanel suit, heir or heiress to an industrial-valve fortune..Meanwhile, she could

offer him only a few pieces of ice, which he was forbidden to chew. "Let them melt in your mouth."."Oh," Celestina White replied, "yes, every day.

I'm currently engaged on an entire series of works inspired by Bartholomew.".The boy fell and rolled even as he pitched the can, anticipating the

shots that Cain fired, which cracked into the doorframe inches from Tom's knees..Junior's attorney-Simon Magusson--insisted upon full disclosure

of maintenance records and advisories relating to the fire tower and to other forest-service structures for which the state and the county had sole or

joint custodial responsibility. If a wrongful--death suit was filed, this information would have to be divulged anyway during normal disclosure

procedures prior to trial, and since maintenance logs and advisories were of public record, Hisscus and Knacker and Nork agreed to provide what

was requested..But the boy played no tricks against his father. He took his beatings in silence and learned to hide his gift..Tom caused less of a stir

in the restaurant than Kathleen had expected. Other diners noticed him, of course, but after one or two looks of shock or pity, they appeared

indifferent, though this was undoubtedly the thinnest pretense of indifference. The same quality in him that elicited deferential regard from the

waiter apparently ensured that others would be courteous enough to respect his privacy..So burning with anger was he that his car, by direct thermal

transmission from his hands upon the wheel, should have been glowing cherry red in the January night, should have been scorching tunnels of clear

dry air through the cold fog. Rancor, virulence, acrimony, vehemence: All words learned for the purpose of self-improvement were useless to him

now, because none adequately conveyed the merest minimum of his anger, which swelled as vast and molten as the sun, far more formidable than

his assiduously enhanced vocabulary..On December 18, as the Beatles' "Hello Goodbye" rocketed up the charts, Junior boiled over with frustration

at his inability to find either love or Seraphim's baby, so he drove across the Golden Gate Bridge, to Marin County and all the way to the town of

Terra Linda, where he killed Bartholomew Prosser..Extracting documents from his valise, Vinnie said, "Well, I've no right to talk. Food is my

obsession. Look at me, so fat you'd think I'd been raised from birth for sacrifice.".Another of Junior's self-improvement projects, since moving to

California, was to become a knowledgeable gourmet, also a connoisseur of fine wines. San Francisco was the perfect university for this education,

because it offered innumerable world-class restaurants in every imaginable ethnic variety..Deeply distressed that he was planning the funeral of a

man as young as Joe Lampion, whom he had liked and admired, Panglo paused to express his disbelief and to murmur comforting words, more to

himself than to Jacob, as each decision was made. With one hand on the chosen casket, he said, "Unbelievable, a traffic accident, and on the very

day his son is born. So sad. So terribly sad.".Of course, he had the Pinchbeck and Gammoner identities waiting, two escape hatches. But he didn't

want to use them. He liked his life on Russian Hill, and he was loath to leave it..The window was French with small panes, so Celestina couldn't

simply break the glass and climb out..As the fragrances of wet wool and sodden denim rose from her sweater and jeans, Agnes switched on the

heater and angled the vanes of the middle vent toward Barty. "Honey, turn that other vent toward yourself."."Even when I was a young boy," Tom

continued, "the world felt a lot different to me from the way it looked to other people. I don't mean I was smarter. I've got maybe a little better than

average IQ, but nothing I could brag about. Flunked geography twice and history once. No one would ever confuse me and Einstein. It's just, I felt

... such complexity and mystery that other people didn't appreciate, such layered beauty, layers upon layers like phyllo pastry, each new layer more

amazing than the last. I can't explain it to you without sounding like a holy fool, but even as a boy, I wanted to serve the God who had created so

much wonder, regardless of how strange and perhaps even beyond all understanding He might be."."I'll show you some. That's what Gelluk's after.

The ore of watermetal. Watermetal eats all the other metals, even gold, see..This brilliant mouthful was not nature's work alone. With what Nolly

must have spent to obtain this smile, some fortunate dentist had kept a mistress in jewelry through her most nubile years..Phimie must be honored
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now with laughter instead of with tears, because her life had left Celestina with so many memories of joy and with joy personified in Angel. To

fend off tears, she said, "Listen, Clark Kent, we women need our little secrets, our private thoughts. If you can really read my heart this easily, I

guess I'm going to have to start wearing lead brassieres.".Assuming that the boy had closed his eyes and was talking to himself, somewhere

between his self-told bedtime story and a dream, Agnes retreated from the room, pulling the door only half shut behind her..She walked the

corridor until she came to a room with empty beds. Without turning on the lights, she entered, put down the suitcase, and sat in a chair by the

window.."Other Bartys and other Agneses in other houses like this-all here together now.".A nurse fussed over him as she helped him into bed,

concerned about his paleness and his tremors. She was attentive, efficient, compassionate but she wasn't in the least attractive, and he wished she

would."If I ever have trots, you'll know." And then in the Cheese voice: "CAN WE LISTEN TO THE BOOK TALK IN YOUR ROOM?".1969

through 1973: the Year of the Rooster, chased by the Year of the Dog, followed fast by the Pig, faster by the Rat, with the Ox passing in a

stampede pace. Eisenhower dead. Armstrong, Collins, Aldrin on the moon: one giant step on soil untouched by war. Hot pants, plane hijackings,

psychedelic art. Sharon Tate and friends murdered by Manson's girls seven days before Woodstock, the Age of Aquarius stillborn, but the death

unrecognized for years. McCartney split, Beatles dissolved. Earthquake in Los Angeles, Truman dead, Vietnam sliding into chaos, riots in Ireland,

a new war in the Middle East, Watergate..Dropped, the wineglass had shattered. But the bottle of Merlot had survived again, rolling across the

vinyl-tile floor until it bumped gently against the base of a cabinet..His throat was still so raw from the explosive vomiting, seared by stomach acid,

that he sounded like a character from a puppet show for children on Saturday-morning television, hoarse and squeaky at the same time. If not for

the pain, he would have felt ridiculous, but the hot and jagged scrape of each word through his throat left him unable to.For an instant, his attention

had been distracted by Vanadium's presentation of his empty hands. Nevertheless, there was no way the cop could have snatched the coin out of the

air..On one particular street in Bright Beach, however, the most significant event of the year occurred on a pleasant afternoon in early April, when

Barty, now nine years old, climbed to the top of the great oak and perched there in triumph, king of the tree and master of his blindness..By eleven

months, his vocabulary had expanded to nineteen words, by Agnes's count: an age when even a precocious child usually spoke three or four at

most..In retrospect, coming here wasn't a wise move. Evidently, the detective had been following him. Now, Vanadium would puzzle out a motive

for this late-night graveyard tour..Granted that he was only three going on four, nevertheless Barty had never met anyone with as much cheerful

imagination as Angel. He intended to marry her in, oh, maybe twenty years..To Agnes, Jacob said, "Likely to be a sunnier fortune if the cards are

bright and fresh, don't you think?".Adoption records would have been kept as secret from Celestina as from everyone else. But perhaps she knew

something about the fate of her sister's bastard son that Junior didn't know, a small detail that would seem insignificant to her but that might put

him on the right trail at last..Hound smiled. "They haven't undone what you did yet, either," he said. "Old Whiteface was crawling all over her

yesterday, growling and muttering. Ordered the helm replaced." He meant Losen's chief mage, a pale man from the North named Gelluk, who was

much feared in Havnor..Earlier in the week, Junior had looked up Thomas Vanadium in the telephone directory. He expected the number to be

unlisted, but it was published. What he wanted more than a number was an address, and he found that as well..This philosophy had worked for him

previously, but forgetting the aftermath was more difficult when the aftermath was your own poor, torn, severed toe. Your own poor, torn, severed

toe was infinitely more difficult to ignore than a busload of dead nuns..Smiling, pulling the blanket more tightly around herself, she said, "You look

after your old mom, don't you?".Jacob's mentor had been a man named Obadiah Sepharad. They had met when Jacob was eighteen, during a period

when he'd been committed to a psychiatric ward for a short time, his eccentricity having been briefly mistaken for something worse.."Those were

Rowena's affectionate names for the boys when they were babies. Her private nonsense names for them, because she said they were like two

beautiful little elves and ought to have elfin names.".As Tom reached Celestina, she said, "Shots." She said, "Gunshots." She held the receiver in

one hand and pulled at her hair with the other, as if with the administration of a little pain, she might wake up from this nightmare. She said, "He's

in Oregon.".Walking was part of a fitness regimen that he took seriously. He would never be called upon to save the world, like the pulp heroes in

the tales he enjoyed; however, he had solemn responsibilities he was determined to meet, and to do so, he must maintain good health..When he

located the new grave, approximately where he'd guessed that it would be, he was surprised to find a black granite headstone already set in place,

instead of a temporary marker painted with the.In the living room stood a Christmas tree, and under the tree lay prettily wrapped presents. Junior

enjoyed opening all of them, but he didn't find anything he wanted to keep..Leaning forward from his armchair, white hair as radiant as the wings

of cherubim, Obadiah waved one misshapen hand over the deck, never closer than ten inches to the cards. "Now please spread them out in a fan on

the table, facedown."."All right," Agnes said, and as she voiced her acceptance, she was shivered by a sudden fear for which she couldn't at once

identify a cause..Raise high the candlestick. In spite of the masking music, breathe shallowly and through the mouth. Remain poised,

ready..Anyway, traumatic as it had been, the shooting was not the worst thing that happened to him that year.."No, no, dear. It was little Muffin,

from next door. A big dog certainly would have torn up both you and the pants. We've got to have a credible story.".He considered calling her, but

he didn't know what he would say if she answered..Finished, she gave him a mirror, so he could admire his new bicuspid cap. After five years of

dentistry, paced so as not to tax Nolly's tolerance, Kathleen had done well what nature had done poorly, giving him a perfect bite and a supernatural

smile. This final cap was the last of the reconstruction.."Evidence suggests Vanadium killed a woman here, a nurse at the hospital. Lover's quarrel,

perhaps. He set her house on fire with her body in it, to cover his tracks, but he must have realized they would still finger him, so he lit
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out.".Instruction in Braille wasn't recommended for three-year-olds, but an exception was made in this case. Agnes arranged to have Barty receive

a series of lessons, although she suspected that he'd absorb the system and learn to use it in one or two sessions..No longer pinned to the bed by an

intravenous feed of fluids and medications, provided with pajamas and a thin cotton robe to replace his backless gown, Junior was encouraged to

test his legs and get some.To prove himself, he read a little of Dickens when she requested it, a passage from Great Expectations. Then a passage

from Twain..He was, admittedly, surprised that Nurse Bressler was strongly compelled to come on to him even though she had read his patient file

and knew that he'd recently been a veritable geyser of noxious spew, that during the violent seizure in the ambulance, he had also lost control of

bladder and bowels, and that he might at any moment suffer an explosive relapse. This was a remarkable testament to the animal lust he inspired

even without trying, to the powerful male magnetism that was as much a part of him as his thick blond hair..At last, as the sun slowly set, he

arrived at the highest of the high redoubts, beyond which the branches were too young and too weak to support him farther. Against a sky red

enough to delight the most sullen sailors, he rose and stood in a final crook of limbs, pressing his left hand against a balancing branch, right hand

planted cockily on his hip, lord of his domain, having kicked off the trammels of darkness and fashioned from them a ladder..In January '65, while

Vanadium had been in the first month of what proved to be an eight-month coma, Enoch Cain had sought Nolly's assistance in a search for

Seraphim's newborn child. When Vanadium had learned about this from Magusson long after the event, he assumed that Cain had heard Max

Bellini's message on his answering machine, made the connection with Seraphim's death in an "accident" in San Francisco, and set out to find the

child because it was his. Fatherhood was the only imaginable reason for his interest in the baby..A flicker of complacency showed in Otters tired,

battered young face. "No," he said. "I don't think anybody can."."Honey," Angel said to her daughter, "show us that game you were just playing

with Koko. Show us, honey. Come on. Show us. Show us.".Down the stairs, through the ground floor, quickly, soundlessly, breath held at times,

listening for the other's breathing, listening for the softest squeak of rubber-soled shoes, although the hard clack of cloven hoofs and a whiff of

sulfur would not have been surprising. At last he went to the kitchen, full circle from the shiny quarter on the breakfast table to the quarter again.

No Cain.."So do I, honey. Oh, Lord, so do I." She kissed his forehead. "Listen, kiddo, in spite of their stories and all their funny ways, your uncles

are good men."."I'm glad to hear it," Tom said. His thin smile might have been ironic, though it wasn't easy to interpret the meaning of any subtle

expression on his hammered face.Phimie's stubbornly high blood pressure, the presence of protein in her urine, and other symptoms indicated her

preeclampsia wasn't a recent development; she was at increased risk of eclampsia. Her hypertension was gradually coming under control-but only

by resort to more aggressive drug therapy than the physician preferred to use..Upon arriving at the creche window, he had been in a buoyant mood.

As he studied the quiet scene, however, he grew uneasy..Later in the month, from Sparky Vox, Junior learned the building had a four-pipe, fan-coil

heating system serving discrete ductwork for each apartment. Voices couldn't carry from residence to residence in the heating-cooling system,

because no apartments shared ducting. Throughout the spring, summer, and autumn of 1967, Junior met new women, bedded a few, and had no

doubt that each of his conquests experienced with him something she had never known before. Yet he still suffered from an emptiness in the

heart..In the park, rocketing along on the roller coaster, Barty had an experience, a reaction to more than the canted turns and steep plunges. He

grew excited in much the way that Agnes had seen him excited when grasping a new and arcane mathematical theory. At the end of the ride, he

wanted to get back on immediately, and so they did. There are no long waits for the blind at amusement parks: always to the head of the line.

Agnes rode twice again with him, and then Paul twice, and finally Angel accompanied him three times. This roller-coaster obsession wasn't about

thrills or even amusement. His exuberance gave way to a thoughtful silence, especially after a seagull flew within inches of his face, feathers

thrumming, startling him, on the next-to-last rollick along the tracks. Thereafter, the park held little interest for him, and all he would say was that

he'd thought of a new way to feel things-by which he meant all the ways things are-a fresh angle of approach to that mystery..When she turned to

him again, he had already slipped into his jacket and snatched the car keys off the foyer table. He put his left hand under her right arm, as though

Agnes were feeble and in need of sup-.Celestina, the battering Baptist, back in action, came at him again. With one leg broken, another cracked,

and the stretcher bar splintered, the chair wasn't as formidable a weapon as it had been. She swung it, Junior dodged, she struck at him again, he

juked, and she reeled away from him, gasping..Life was too short to waste it working if you had the means to afford lifelong leisure..Jacob made

more fire sounds as he stripped the clear cellophane off a second new deck of playing cards, then off a third and a fourth.."Yes, but it's a Catholic

hospital, and they offer this option to all unwed mothers-doesn't matter what their religion.".As if a door had briefly opened between this windless

day and another world, a single gust rattled rain against the windows..With every step through the long night walk, Paul had considered what he

would say, must say, if this encounter ever took place. Now all his practiced words deserted him..Lifting his martini, theatrically gesturing to the

tablecloth where the glass had stood, as though the lack of coins proved that he, too, had sorcerous power, Nolly said, "Another round of this

magical concoction? ".He had never associated Enoch Cain's dreaded Bartholomew with the disciple Bartholomew in Harrison White's sermon,

which had been broadcast once in December '64, the month prior to Naomi's murder and again in January `65. Even now, with

blood-scrawled-and-stabbed Bartholomew on the wall and with This Momentous Day before him in the brochure, Tom Vanadium couldn't quite

make the connection. He strove to pull together the broken lengths in this chain of evidence, but they remained separated by one missing

link.."That's enough?" "Silly man." "Cain looks like a movie star." "Does he have nice teeth?" she asked. "They're good. Not perfect." "So kiss me,

Mr. Perfect.".Throughout Agnes's thirty-three years, strength had often been demanded of her, but never such strength as was required now to rein
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in her emotions and to be a rock for Barty. "Don't be scared, honey. I'm here." She took one of his small hands in both of hers. "I'll be waiting.

You'll never be without me.".Academy of Art College and might have met Celestina White. The critiques of her paintings."This meeting of the

North Pole Society of Not Evil Adventurers is officially closed.".Scowling, Joey stared at the floor in puzzlement, shifted his weight from one foot

to the other, sighed, turned his attention to the ceiling, and shifted his weight again, for all the world like a trained bear that couldn't quite

remember how to perform its next trick..Anyway-and curiously-Industrial Woman increasingly looked to him like Scamp. As various abraded and

inflamed mucous membranes constantly reminded him, he'd had more than enough of Scamp for a while. At last the day arrived: Friday, January

12..Standing near the foot of the bed in a shapeless blue suit, Vanadium might have been the work of an eccentric artist who had carved a man out

of Spam and dressed the meaty sculpture in thrift-shop threads..Paul Damascus had gotten numerous invitations to dinner. No one thought that he

should be alone on this difficult night..CLOUDS SWARMED THE late-afternoon sun, and the Oregon sky grew sapphire where still revealed.

Cops gathered like bright-eyed crows in the lengthening shadow of the fire tower..If Junior was patient, he could slip in there, find Bartholomew,

kill the boy in bed, whack Ichabod second, and still have a chance to make love to Celestina..Edom, eager to learn precisely when a tidal wave or

falling asteroid would bring his doom, fetched a pack of cards from a cabinet in the parlor. When Maria explained that only every third card was

read and that a full look at the future required four decks, Edom returned to the parlor to scare up three more.."She's got preeclampsia. It's a

condition that occurs in about five percent of pregnancies, virtually always after the twenty-fourth week, and usually it can be treated successfully.

But I'm not going to sugarcoat this, Celestina. In her case, it's more serious. She hasn't been seeing a doctor, no prenatal care, and here she is in the

middle of her thirtyeighth week, about ten days from delivery.".The apartment above Elena's Fashions could be reached by a set of exterior stairs at

the back of the building. The climb had never before taxed Agnes in the least, but now it took away her breath and left her legs trembling by the

time she reached the top landing..Fourth and last, he was surprised that Kickmule was a legitimate surname. This information wasn't of immediate

importance to him, but if ever his Gammoner and Pinchbeck identities were compromised and he required false ID in a new name, he would call

himself Eric Kickmule. Or possibly Wolfgang Kickmule. That sounded really tough. No one would mess with a man named Kickmule..He returned

to the house and extinguished the three blown-glass oil lamps on the living-room coffee table. Out, as well, the silk-shade lamp..For a while,

Celestina had worried that the girl was slower to walk than other children, slower to talk, and slower to develop her vocabulary, even though

Celestina read aloud to her from storybooks every day. Then, during the past six months, Angel had caught up in a rush though she traveled a road

somewhat different from what the childrearing books described. Her first word was mama, which was fairly standard, but her second was blue,

which for a while came out "boo." At three, an average child would be doing exceptionally well to identify four colors; Angel could name eleven,

including black and white, because she was able routinely to differentiate pink from red, and purple from blue..Barty whispered: "The North Pole

Society of Not Evil Adventurers is now in session.".Junior was tempted to experiment with the controls. Maybe other messages were recorded on

the machine. Listening to them would be delicious-even if every one of them turned out to be as meaningless to him as Max's--a little like browsing

through a stranger's diary.."it totally destroyed four towns, as if they were hit by atom bombs, tore up parts of six more towns, destroyed fifteen

thousand homes. That's just the homes. This thing was black, huge and black and hideous, with continuous lightning snapping through it, and a

roar, they said, like a hundred thunderstorms booming all at once.".By this time, Vinton had finished, commercials had run, and the number-two

song had started: "Come See About Me," by the Supremes..He also concluded arrangements to open an account for Gammoner in a Grand Cayman

Island bank and one for Pinchbeck in Switzerland..there in more genteel and gilded ages, and her flights of imagination sometimes acquired such

vivid detail that they were eerily like memories..He feared that suicide was a ticket to Hell, and he knew that sinless Perri was not waiting for him

in those lower realms..While you're trying to decide, hand me a knife, and I'll cut your jugular you brainless medical-school dropout.."If you ranted

at him about earthquakes, tornadoes, erupting volcanoes, and all that stuff, how could he mistake you for me?".judging by the evidence, the nurse

was home alone, but Junior raised his voice above the music and called out, "Hello? Is anyone here?".Scamp was a multitalented woman, with

smoother skin than a depilated peach, with more delicious roundnesses than Junior could catalog, but she proved not to be the remedy for his

tension. Only Bartholomew, found and destroyed, could give him peace..He tugged on a pair of thin latex surgical gloves. Flexed his hands. All

right..Junior was pleasantly surprised by his flexibility and by his audacity. He was, indeed, a new man, a daring adventurer, and by the day he

grew more formidable..Had he ever thought he could get away with this? He must have been delusional, temporarily mad..This Detroit-built

gondola would swiftly navigate the Styx without a black-robed gondolier to pole it onward..Because they knew the date of the rape, and because

that attack had been Phimie's sole sexual experience, the day of impregnation could be fixed, delivery calculated with more precision than

usual..After the stupid bastards read a newspaper or smoked a few cigarettes, they finally broke down the door. Satisfyingly dramatic: the crack of

splintering wood, the crash..During the day and then following a dinner break, the Hackachaks persisted. The hospital had never witnessed such a

spectacle. Shifts changed, and new nurses came to attend to Junior in greater numbers than necessary, using any excuse to get a glimpse of the

freak show..She got out of the cab and stood on the sidewalk in front of the gallery, her legs as shaky as those of a newborn colt..Barty wore

elfin-size, knitted blue pajamas complete with feet, white rickrack at the cuffs and neckline, and a matching cap. His white blanket was decorated

with blue and yellow bunnies..Maria turned sideways in her chair and dealt from the top of the four-deck stack, onto the table in front of

Barty..AFTER SPENDING Wednesday as a tourist, Junior began to look for a suitable apartment on Thursday. In spite of his new wealth, he did
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not intend to pay hotel-room rates for an extended period..Blind he remained until an afternoon in May 1993, when at last the miracle occurred, and

the meaning that Tom Vanadium had foreseen so long ago began to manifest..Of course, when turning a quarter across his knuckles, the cop had

made no noise. And he had glided across the hospital room, in the dark, with feline stealth..She always had a generous heart. After disease whittled

Perri's flesh, leaving her so frail, her great heart, undiminished by her suffering, seemed bigger than the body that contained it..After following his

uncle's movements, Barty looked at the table again. "Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie.".The sedative was mild, but Phimie was asleep in mere minutes. She

was exhausted by her long ordeal and by her recent lack of sleep.."I didn't know it myself till I realized I was right in your neighborhood. I assumed

your mother and Angel would be here, and I hoped you might be. If I'm intruding-"."I'd give anything if it hadn't happened," he said earnestly. And

now a tortured note wrung wet emotion from his voice"I only wish it had been me who died."."I'm no hero," Paul insisted. "I just got your mom out

of there in the process of saving myself."
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