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On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our

knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary

than that of the sharper and the merchants.".The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover,

the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother

rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible

afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by,

[without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise

they abode days and months..? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath

dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he

was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and

lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they

encamped and sojourned three days..So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his

voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and

buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook

them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them,

when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..? ? ? ? ? Nay, though

ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait

prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and

affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he

loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade

her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took

him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from

his malady..? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman

dclvi.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he

forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he

gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of

the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not

drunken still and gladden not thy soul..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.When the morning morrowed, they found

themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction

and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of

Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet

him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an

answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon

him to single combat..So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with

me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity,

saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my

heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my

knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result

of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.Hejjaj (El) and the

Three Young Men, i. 53..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.? ? ?

? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..When the king had departed on his

journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that

he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery

of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in

the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy

wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I

will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body;

wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I
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may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came

to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High

to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord

and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with

curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of

gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds

of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the

bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..? ? ? ?

? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..The news came to

the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to

him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.'

When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave

matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and

there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of

Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said,

'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy

Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth

in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with

the sword.'.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..When the king heard this, he

said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this

[youth] shall not escape [us].".118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou

Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the

king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth

the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say,

none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage]

the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is

this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan

depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums

beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days'

journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on

night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the

couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of

Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had

ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode

with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards

appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the

king..When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself

unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to

make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it

from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present.

Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and

somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and

this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy

craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me,

Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which

was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary gallimaufry

published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long but

interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of it should be

included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the

Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are
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accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at

the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their way.

This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart

from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come across

a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..So King

Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and

found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her

over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for

Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he

despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the

name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days,

[the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but

his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El

Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered,

"We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we

questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his

case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his

offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that

he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred

black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So

hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? They have

forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii.

20..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word

to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is

incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say

what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that

thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and

brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting."

"By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever

she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him."."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for

according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily,

Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from

slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it

before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,."There was

once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself

from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy

House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred

parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for

him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son

set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..SHEHRZAD AND

SHEHRIYAR..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy

lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year

agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so

haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But

we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord

and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they

replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my

heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve

him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So

shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth
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and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike

off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said

to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and

recited the following verses:.15. The Cat and the Crow cl.The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair

fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of

great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those

clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the

Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I

have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,'

asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he

acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit

her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of

the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her

loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by

her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her

father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy

continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it

seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth

Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord,"

rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her

on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this

affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck

not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his

house, married her..? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no

relent..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king

required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love

with the Picture dcccxciv.One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of

her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her

of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed

concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot

of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid

himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that

had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was

mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his

life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private

place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in

its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon

he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding

him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and

physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt

have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused

by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his

former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings

thereof..Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place

whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So

he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and

sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from

beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man,

depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself

to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? The best of all
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religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..? ? ?

? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's

Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who

spend,.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man

of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of

the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and

kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but

thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She

raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell

down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I

have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173)

and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee

together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with

thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and

bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One

Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight

and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them

the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to

the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..Certain husbandmen

once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and

devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and

said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of

their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no

oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).Patience, Of the

Advantages of, i. 89..On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his

gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe

return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might

hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship

and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for

know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But

now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman;

for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom,

for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it

like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did

visit she was, as sick he lay..Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben

Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he

should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that

this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain,

doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter,

allowed him to go in to his master..So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth

she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and

taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his

affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a

pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was

furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the

house of the man aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their

intent..Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the

city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such

a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go

round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is
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the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating

and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from

before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.Then she drank

three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I

pray, ii. 204, 271.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm

me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God

a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that

which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ

and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207)

and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and

called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,'

answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou

hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it

behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.There was once, of old days and in bygone

ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and

houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most

High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him,

before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and

the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a

male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a

shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk

of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this

case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and

the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to

him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour."

"This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong

for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his

resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I.

Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with

a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to

wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent.

(117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and

they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow

a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers

and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him,

said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather

death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth,

but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should

serve him..73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed

girls and boys of Paradise.".When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king,

the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king

bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain

with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in

God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of

death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying,

"O king, they tell that.? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her

abstain!.When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he

came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and

she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from

the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of
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separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a

plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and

carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she

occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute

(now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.It is said that El

Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not;

so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by

Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse

me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the

Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of

commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I

incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the

wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I

bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the

despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had

importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was

intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.There was

once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to

watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he

said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's

presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could

not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my

beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of

this..On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and

my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these

viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the

victory over them.".She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his

trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the

sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout

the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned

for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.Kings and the Vizier's

Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii.

155..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst

her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to

him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So

they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion.

And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and

the tither.".The Breslau Edition, which was printed from a Manuscript of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night alleged to have been

furnished to the Editor by a learned Arab of Tunis, whom he styles "Herr M. Annaggar" (Qu?re En Nejjar, the Carpenter), the lacunes found in

which were supplemented from various other MS. sources indicated by Silvestre de Sacy and other eminent Orientalists, is edited with a perfection

of badness to which only German scholars (at once the best and worst editors in the world) can attain. The original Editor, Dr. Maximilian Habicht,

was during the period (1825- 1839) of publication of the first eight Volumes, engaged in continual and somewhat acrimonious (223) controversy

concerning the details of his editorship with Prof. H. L. Fleischer, who, after his death, undertook the completion of his task and approved himself a

worthy successor of his whilom adversary, his laches and shortcomings in the matter of revision and collation of the text being at least equal in

extent and gravity to those of his predecessor, whilst he omitted the one valuable feature of the latter's work, namely, the glossary of Arabic words,

not occurring in the dictionaries, appended to the earlier volumes..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to

exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the

dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the

garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose,
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behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in

various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and

jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold.

These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and

ambergris..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the

affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be

estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and

bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was

troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world."

Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the

issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was

Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors

richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose

account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her

slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth,

the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.'

'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the

king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.King who lost

Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch

money from him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go

to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he

in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the

caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid]

and return to his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode

there..So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is

worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk

laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and

purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said

the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,'

answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the

merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant,

'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my

head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old

man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..O'erbold art

thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83.
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