
Life Immovable First Part

LIFE IMMOVABLE FIRST PART
? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.? ? ? ? ? But for

the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and

bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how

God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr.

Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in

1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long but interesting Romance forms

part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of it should be included in the present

publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at

once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht

himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume

of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their way. This being the case, it is

evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart from the fact that its length

would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come across a suitable text of the work,

I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou

hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).16. The Fox and the Crow cl.50. El Melik en

Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of

wit..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the

place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me

than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and

calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special]

service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each

a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the

boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this

wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he

were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank

with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?"

And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his

daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved

me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of

the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private

with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.7. Story of the Hunchback ci.If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii.

196..Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and

whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,'

answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked,

blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her

consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed

from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I

knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take

pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating;

wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.The fuller gave not over sleeping till

sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot

forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if

she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying,

'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of

high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.The Fourth Night of the Month..?

? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..On the morrow they

(199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day,

when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories
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and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady

Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady

Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous

to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn,

for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece

of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead

of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy

stake.".? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..On the third

day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed

she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my

chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of

sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting

furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to

her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have

been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter

(100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that

I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and

in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".? ? ? ? ? Would

God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.When the cook

heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let

him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his

house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that

which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and

he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..And the king

bade him depart to his own house..When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and

the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and

lamented and recited the following verses:.3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and

how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to

Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him

a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this

wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that

grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still

the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159)

wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with

them..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.When El Abbas

heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will

stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and

seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me

[who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O

champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that

help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of

a mountain..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid,

whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my

guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of

this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's

owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her,

"O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained

him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we

had seen, i. 50..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another

game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which
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was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to

the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who

was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais,

whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he

answered, "I come from Yemen.".King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this,

whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said,

"Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the

Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he

answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the

mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and

they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense

or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him

of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house

and drunkenness overcame me.".When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a

Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that

which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on

me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers

and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give

them nothing..Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the

mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven

brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king

to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for

Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in

the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..? ? ? ? ? So hath the

Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.Abbaside,

Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.One day, a day of excessive heat, as I

stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came

up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst

drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold

water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon

and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own

place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a

living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love

and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say,

'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it

behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the

king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that

have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king,"

continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and

indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make

me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of

this dispensation]. (168).? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and

fain!".?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.When King Shehriyar heard his

brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought

about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two

sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was

decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the

folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made

bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all

with her seductive air..118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.? ? ? ? ? O'er all the
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fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..146. The

Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother,

hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret

in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the

Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my

neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me

with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me

sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the

mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in

talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door;

Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called

for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of

camphor and musk and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in

pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace,

whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the

latter all that they had with them of things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew

up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred

buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the

space of ten days..? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the

pain.'.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND

NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..?Story of Abou Sabir..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben

Sehl dclxxxiv.A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of

the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the

measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they

went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I

purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion

on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their

women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I

would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed,

aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their

craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which

befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the

king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as

follows:.When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and

water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the

washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging,

where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he

is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou

have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..I

am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.'

So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed

him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a

sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing

him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve

him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell

to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..80. The Schoolmaster who

fell in Love by Report dclxv.105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With

waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your

troth-plight were you;.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.I

saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt
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friends, young and old..On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the

town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she

augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him

in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and

qualities..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting

his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him

what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea.

Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved;

wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted

[the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the

trough of the sea..? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.On this wise I

abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree,

there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree

whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk

about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me,

as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he

leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away,

followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and

found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought

me thither on account of the bones..End of Volume I..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the

victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses,

returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till

they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth,

wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings,

that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So,

God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".So she gave him the lute and

he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but

Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared

on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady

Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old

man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green

meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..For the uses of food I was fashioned and

made, ii. 223..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated

him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is

the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then

said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost

kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing

than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house

and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done

during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the

Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month,

what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the

bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time

accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on

him..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day,

when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then

the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and

raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on

instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!"

As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest
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meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My

name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy

name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round

of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.Haroun er

Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again

dccccxci.41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to

king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised

him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to

the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth

the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then

they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put

him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting

off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane,

followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute

from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..Now the uncle's son of

the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should

get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money.

Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate,

and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that

he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm

upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night

and the next day..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..Zubeideh, El

Mamoun and, i. 199.Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was

Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace,

pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw

the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals

that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said,

'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace,

spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I

conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth

Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a

Thief dccccxl.Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can

he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him,

'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he

bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his

heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and

lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.When the king heard this, he

bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Accordingly,

Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace

be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain

the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that

of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and

tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight.

Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.99. The History of Gherib and his

brother Agib dcxcviii.When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God

advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So

Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth!

Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king,"
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answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment

for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of

affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king.

"O king," answered the youth,.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the

mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his

words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy

chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood

before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they

refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and

sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen

sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of

Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in

quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh

abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables

were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..Then, when he rode to his

house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift

thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten

slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces

of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was

perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after

the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is

indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am

in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the

tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might

hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the

following verses:.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A

slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what

while the stars abide..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my

longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale.
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