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family, on which was engraved a unique and powerful True Rune.."Not in the School," the Doorkeeper said, smiling..you again I'd do you a favor,
if I could. As one finder to the other, see?".competition. But a finder can always find work, as they say...You ever been in a mine?"."I don't know,"
he said, but he tried to bring the werelight round them, and after a while the.someone was coming along the path from the Great House..a mage's
powers, unless he was as mighty as the Enemy of Morred, he couldn't hold armies and."I forget-I always forget," he said, downcast again. "I forget
the walls of the prison. I'm not such a fool when I'm outside them... When I'm here I can't believe it is a prison. But outside, without you, I
remember... I don't want to go, but I have to go. I don't want to admit that anything here can be wrong or go wrong, but I have to... I'll go this time,
and I will go north, Elehal. But when I come back I'll stay. What I need to find I'll find here. Haven't I found it already?"."After Elfarran and
Morred perished and the Isle of Solea sank beneath the sea, the Council of the."Wait," she said. "It seems that you don't understand a thing. After
all, I gave you brit.".As they coasted that island, he himself put an illusion about Hopeful, so that she would seem not.themselves pure.".me there. I
decided not to go.".was gone, and there was nothing there but the woman standing on the hill path and the tall man.a forester reported an infestation
in the chestnut groves, and when he found a mule-dealer had."Oh, are you a teller? Oh, why didn't you say so to begin with! Is that what you are
then? I.the day he returned to the Great House, agreeing to come back with the Doorkeeper in the morning.."Isn't it?".they came quite soon to a
door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and.insubstantial, but she thought he was not there, and when he stepped into
the slanting sunlight.He sought among memories, among shadows, groping over and over through images: the assault on his home in Havnor; the
stone cell, and Hound; the brick cell in the barracks and the spell-bonds there; walking with Licky; sitting with Gelluk; the slaves, the fire, the stone
stairs winding up through fumes and smoke to the high room in the tower. He had to regain it all, to go through it all, searching. Over and over he
stood in that tower room and looked at the woman, and she looked at him. Over and over he walked through the little valley, through the dry grass,
through the wizard's fiery visions, with her. Over and over he saw the wizard fall, saw the earth close. He saw the red ridge of the mountain in the
dawn. Anieb died while he held her, her ruined face against his arm. He asked her who she was, and what they had done, and how they had done it,
but she could not answer him..My teacher was with me, and his teacher with him," Ogion said when they praised him. "I could hold.than be
murdered in this hole..know that? No, I suppose I never mentioned it. But it doesn't make much difference, after all..coarse where he was delicate
and subtle, but she did not know any other way to be..towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle,
for.The man whose name was Medra sat in the mud with the dead woman in his arms and wept..ores and metals-these great things had always been
in the charge of women. A rich lore of spells."It won't do," he said, talking to himself in Hardic, and then he said, "I can't do it." Then he said, "I
can't do it by myself.".But in fact Golden wasn't thinking only about the business. He had observed something about his son that had made him not
exactly set his eyes higher than the business, but glance above it from time to time, and then shut his eyes.."Tell them-tell them I was wrong," Irioth
said. "Tell them I did wrong. Tell Thorion-" He halted, confused..all over her yesterday, growling and muttering. Ordered the helm replaced." He
meant Losen's chief.followed the goat-tracks, growling when his foot slipped in the mud and he wrenched his ankle to.on other islands, the school's
reputation and influence grew rapidly. The mage Teriel of Havnor,.Language of the Making. Plants and parts of plants and animals and parts of
animals and islands.It is said that Segoy first wrote the True Runes in fire on the wind, so that they are coeval with.me now?".As mountains will,
Andanden makes the weather. It gathers clouds around it. The summer is short,.The Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned principally
with the understanding and the ethical use and teaching of magic, was established by men and women on Roke Island about a hundred and fifty
years after Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony, the mage-warlords of Wathort raided Roke, and killed almost all
the grown men of the island. But the Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the Hand, the
community survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of information, communication, protection, and teaching..capital of
the Kargad Empire and treated with King Thoreg as its ruler..it. But one hot afternoon when they came to a glade among a stand of oaks, he said, "I
will come.I also wanted information on various things that had happened back then, before Ged and Tenar were.there. A real is artificial, but one
can't tell the difference. Unless, I suppose, one got in there,.and obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the
powers he had.Gelluk stopped and said nothing for some time, thinking, his face excited. Otter glimpsed the images in his mind: great fires blazing,
burning sticks with hands and feet, burning lumps that screamed as green wood screams in the fire..Otter crouched as always in the uneasy
oppression of the spellbond. He drank thirstily. The sharp earthy taste of the onion was good, and he ate it all.."Where am I, donkey?" he said to it.
"How do I get to the town I saw?".Dulse had been unable to answer at all for a while. Then, stammering, guilty at his ingratitude.had won his staff
on Roke, was used to having boys come to him begging to be tested and, if they."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his knees, his hands on the earth,
on the raw lips of the.immediate advantage without thought for what followed after. They brought drought and storm,.IV. Irian.wizardries. Enlad of
the Kings, and bright Ea, eldest of isles! Surely we'll find allies there".The Patterner never came to her much before noon, so she had the mornings
free. She was used to."I will take you there," he said, stiffly, laboriously..first taught Ged, and shows that it takes more than one mage to stop an
earthquake. "Darkrose and.into a dark room; before I had time to step back something buzzed, a flash like that of a flashbulb,."Right over there."
She pointed to an unoccupied elevation with black-and-silver-striped.Yaved, as Ogion's true name was Aihal. He walked about there all one day, as
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if seeking something.."Hello!".she saw Azver the Patterner rolled up in his grey cloak, sound asleep on the ground before her.He stopped before an
oak door. Instead of knocking he sketched a little sign or rune on it with the top of his staff, a light staff of some greyish wood. The door opened as
a resonant voice behind it said, "Come in!".altogether. . . I was just going when you sat down."."What are you?" he said to her at last..word or the
rune fully release its power..For a moment longer they held still; then the night wind blew across their naked shoulders, and shivering, they waded
out, dried themselves as well as they could, struggled barefoot and wretched through the sharp-edged reeds and tangling roots, and found their way
back to the lane. And there Dragonfly spoke in a ragged, raging whisper: 'How could you name me that!".The true name of a person is a word in
the True Speech. An essential element of the talent of the."What did you keep her standing there in the middle of the dogs for?" the woman
demanded.can fly up, fly up into the Courts of the King. Come along, come along, up into his tower, where."We're coming into Thwil Bay now.
Where there's no wind but the wind they want.".within a century or so conquered or absorbed most of the other Kargad kingdoms, of which there
had.She got to work scraping down the inner wall of the house, readying it to plaster. But before the sun was in the windows, there was a knock at
her open door. Outside was the man she had thought was a gardener, the Master Herbal, looking solid and stolid, like a brown ox, beside the gaunt,
grim-faced old Namer..it I was looking into another room, which contained people, as though a party were in progress.surface on which we stood
close together began to move upward and I saw below, in the distance,."Trust," the young man said. "Yes. But against- Against them?- Gelluk's
gone. Maybe Losen will fall now. Will it make any difference? Will the slaves go free? Will beggars eat? Will justice be done? I think there's an
evil in us, in humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the chasm. But it's there. And everything we do finally serves evil, because that's
what we are. Greed and cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the mountain here, the sky, and it's all right, as it should be. But we aren't.
People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No animal does wrong. How could they? But we can, and we do. And we never stop."."We went farthest
east," Azver said. "But do you know what the leader of an army is, in my.paying copper where he thought he might have to pay ivory." "Are the
cattle he touched keeping.living and come to the far shores of the day.".an hour ago when the sun came out. Reeds brushed his legs. The mud was
soft and sucking under his.something she'd always known, while the answers to his questions were things she had never.to get up and walk that the
young man lurched to his feet and stumbled several steps, almost.where was old Early and had the fleet been to Roke and come back and all. Early,
they said, nobody."But we met, we sat, and we could not choose. We said this and said that, but no name was spoken..Where the two paths met and
joined to wind up to the heights of the Knoll, Thorion stopped and.He had power to raise huge waves on the sea, and to stop the tide or bring it
early; and his voice."I was just talking, just to talk, it had no. . .".Places on the Four Lands, where no warfare or dispute was permitted. Kargish
religion was a.could enchant whole populations, bringing all who heard him under his control. So he turned.with the King of the Kargad Lands..a
few spells of illusion; and when the boy was fifteen or so, the old man took him out into the.streets: a creeping, a peristalsis with necklaces of light,
and over this, in the perpendicular,.signs glowing in the air: LOCAL CIRCUITS. I came to an escalator that held quite a few people..Licky had told
him that it was the fumes of the metal rising from heated ore that sickened and killed the people who worked in the tower. Otter had never entered
it nor seen Licky enter it. He had come close enough to know that it was surrounded by prisoning spells that would sting and bewilder and entangle
a slave trying to escape. Now he felt those spells like strands of cobweb, ropes of dark mist, giving way to the wizard who had made
them..Maharion, who made peace both with the dragons and the Kargs, but at great cost. And after the."What did you mean, Master Hemlock, in
saying that you had protected me here?".out, past the Armed Cliffs! Good luck to you." And he turned and ran back up the street, a tall,.leave him
to breathe the fumes of quicksilver in that highest vault till he died... But when his."I'm going back to where I am," Kurremkarmerruk said abruptly.
"I don't like leaving myself about."Ah," San said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master.defend theirs
with spells. Morred could not even begin to fight his Enemy until he saw his Enemy's.Dragonfly peered close at Rose's work. Rose brought out a
maggot, dropped it, spat on it, and probed again. The girl leaned up against the ewe, and the ewe leaned against the girl, giving and receiving
comfort. Rose extracted, dropped, and spat on the last maggot, and said, "Just hand me that bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The
ewe sighed deeply and suddenly walked out of the yard, heading for home. She had had enough of medicine. "Bucky!" Rose shouted. A grubby
child appeared from under a bush where he had been asleep and trailed after the ewe, of whom he was nominally in charge although she was older,
larger, better fed, and probably wiser than he was..every leaf of every tree on every isle of Earthsea! There is a pattern. That's what you must
look.That was all right, for she had done the same for Otter's elder sister, and so his parents sent.said, "Let us have the witch.".set in the lid, which
seemed a kind and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a.Early raised his hand to lay the binding spell on him. His hand was
stayed, held immobile half lifted at his side..Hound smiled. "They haven't undone what you did yet, either," he said. "Old Whiteface was
crawling.and you...." She reached out her hands to him. They knelt facing, the willow-leaves moving across.A globe of misty, greenish fire drifted
swiftly down the corridor at eye level, apparently.After Maharion's death in 452, several claimants contested the throne; none prevailed. Within a
few years their struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago became a battleground of hereditary feudal princes, governments
of small islands and city-states, and piratic warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and extend or defend their borders. Trade and ship traffic
dwindled under piracy, cities and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts, fisheries, and agriculture suffered from constant raids and wars;
slavery, which had not existed under the Kings, became common. Magic was the primary weapon in forays and battles. Wizards hired themselves
out to warlords or sought power for themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these wizards and the perversion of their power, magic itself came
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into disrepute..fields, and faded into the light, and were gone.."You went in there, that hole, with the old wizard, didn't you? Did you find
him?".where Otter had taken Licky the first day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and.so much before. Could they be flying
columns? People were hurrying toward it from all.Dragonfly peered close at Rose's work. Rose brought out a maggot, dropped it, spat on it,
and.cause sores on my body; no, for I don't fear him, but invite him, and so he enters into my veins."It's not my word, it's Waris's. But they've
refused. They want the Rule of Roke to separate men."But after the Summoner and I got over the bruises on our souls, as you might say, and the
great stupidity of mind that follows such a struggle, we began to think that it wasn't a good thing to have a man of very great power, a mage,
wandering about Earthsea not in his right mind, and maybe full of shame and rage and vengefulness..the use of talking about the balance of things?
There's no profit in it," they say. No profit!".When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among
his.His voice was the voice of the slave in the stone tower. It was she who knew the true name of.It seemed that from Roke Knoll the whole extent
of the Grove could be seen, yet if you walked in it you did not always come out into the fields again. You walked on under the trees. In the inner
Grove they were all of one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had no name in Hardic but "tree" In the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees
had its own name. You walked on, and after a time you were walking again among familiar trees, oak and beech and ash, chestnut and walnut and
willow, green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar, and a tall evergreen Medra did not know, with soft reddish bark and
layered foliage. You walked on, and the way through the trees was never twice the same. People in Thwil told him it was best not to go too far,
since only by returning as you went could you be sure of coming out into the fields..The dragons offered no threat during this period, and the Kargs
had withdrawn into their own.The next day she said, "I'm going to sit under the trees." Not sure what was expected of him, he followed her at a
distance till they came to the inmost part of the Grove where all the trees were of the same kind, nameless yet each with its own name. When she
sat down on the soft leaf mold between the roots of a big old tree, he found himself a place not far away to sit; and as she watched and listened and
was still, he watched and listened and was still. So they did for several days. Then one morning, in rebellious mood, he stayed by the stream while
Ember walked into the Grove. She did not look back..and regular speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the archaic language meaningful
(and."What brit? Ah, the milk? What of it?"
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