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The reverend made the first toast, speaking so softly that his tremulous words seemed to bloom in Celestina's mind and heart rather than to fall

upon her ears. "To gentle Phimie, who is with God.".Now, here on this sunny ridge in Oregon, miles from any train and farther still from any nuns,

Junior applied this artistic insight to his own situation, overcame his squeamishness, and regained some momentum of his own. He approached his

fallen wife, stood over her, and stared down into her fixed eyes as he said, "Naomi'.".These kids were the same age, yet listening to them was akin

to hearing Angel do her charming shtick with an adult who had a lot of patience, a sense of humor, and an awareness of generational ironies.."Will

do. Check out those paintings he collects. People pay real money for them, even people who've never been in a looney bin.".He did not look at the

battered face. Dare to meet those shuttered eyes, and they might spring open, full of blood and fix him with a crucifying stare..being careful to

place the point of impact precisely where the bottle had struck her..Anyway, traumatic as it had been, the shooting was not the worst thing that

happened to him that year..This time he didn't flip the quarter straight into the air. He tipped his hand, and with his thumb, he shot the coin toward

Agnes..She shook her head. "No way back." She pointed to the sketch pad on the floor. "I pushed him there.".The wine tasted bitter, but Celestina

knew that it was sweet. The bitterness was in her, not in the legacy of the grape..By the time Agnes opened the driver's door and slumped behind

the steering wheel, Barty levered himself onto the seat beside her. Grunting, he pulled his door shut with both hands as she jammed the key in the

ignition and started the engine..MONDAY EVENING, January 15, Paul Damascus arrived at the hotel in San Francisco with Grace White. He had

kept watch over her in Spruce Hills for more than two days, sleeping on the floor in the hall outside her room both nights, remaining close by her

side when she was in public. They stayed with friends of hers until Harrison's funeral this morning, then flew south for a reunion of mother and

daughter..Agnes got out of bed, switched on the lamp, and tucked Barty in once more. "Say your silent prayers.".The Hackachaks had arrived

post-grief, brought to the hospital by the news that Junior had expressed distaste at the prospect of profiting from his wife's tragic fall. They knew

he had turned away Knacker, Hisscus and Nork..Between new women and needlepoint pillows, he participated in s?ances, attended lectures given

by ghost hunters, visited haunted houses, and read more strange books. He even sat for the camera of a famous medium whose photographs

sometimes revealed the auras of benign or malevolent presences hovering in the vicinity of her subject, though in his case she could discern no

telltale sign of a spirit..Once more crowding his quarry, Junior said, "I'm amazed you'd recognize me, since I haven't been to the lounge often.".He

was Father Tom again, having recommitted to his vows three years previous. At his request, the Church had assigned him as the chaplain of Pie

Lady Services..Seraphim's child had been alive is long as Naomi had been dead, almost fifteen months. In fifteen months, Junior should have

located the little bastard and eliminated him..On Tuesday, January 2, Junior met with the drug dealer who had introduced him to Google, the

document forger, and he arranged to purchase a 9-mm handgun with custom-machined silencer..Channeling his beautiful rage, Junior hefted the

corpse onto the windowsill, and shoved it headfirst into the alley. The fog received it with what sounded almost like a swallowing noise..Tom

removed the lid. No beer, one head. Simon Magusson's severed head lay faceup on the ice, mouth open as though he were standing in court to

object to the prosecution's line of questioning..The first was an ace of hearts. This, Maria said, was a very good card, indeed. It meant that Barty

would be lucky in love..After too many years investigating homicides, after too much experience of human evil, perhaps he had grown both

misanthropic and paranoid..The night was hushed but for the barking of a dog in the great distance. Hollow, far softer than the ghostly singing that

had recently haunted Junior, the rough voice of this hound nevertheless stirred him, spoke to an essential aspect of his heart..She looked down at

her clutched hands. Made for work, these hands, and always ready to take on any task. Strong, nimble, reliable hands, but useless to her now,

unable to perform the one miracle she needed. "Barty's birthday is in eight days. I was hoping. . .".Earlier in the week, Junior had looked up

Thomas Vanadium in the telephone directory. He expected the number to be unlisted, but it was published. What he wanted more than a number

was an address, and he found that as well..Desperately trying to collect her wits, Agnes gazed out at the deluged graveyard, where the mournful

trees and massed monuments were blurred by purling streams ceaselessly spilling down the windshield..When Agnes pressed for a diagnosis, Dr.

Chan quietly pleaded the need to gather more information. After Barty had seen the oncologist and had additional tests, he and his mother would

return here in the afternoon to receive a diagnosis and counseling in treatment options..Junior didn't make the mistake of thinking that Magusson's

new conciliatory attitude meant they were friends, that confidences could be shared or truths exchanged. The money-grubbing toad's only real

friend would always be the one he saw in a mirror. If he discovered that Junior was having a great time post-Naomi, Magusson would store the

information until he found a way to use it to his advantage..When Junior tried to lift Victoria, her voluptuousness lost its appeal. As dead weight,

she was heavier than he expected..Gradually, Agnes realized that this was not a prayer for the soul of a deceased infant but for the survival of one

still alive..They were childless. It had to be that way. Truthfully, Paul felt no regrets about missing out on fatherhood. Because they were a family

of two, they were closer than they might have been if fate bad made children possible, and he treasured their relationship..In the distance, the clang

of a trolley-car bell. Hard and clear in spite of the muffling fog..Initially, the Pacific could not be seen beyond an opaque lens of fog, Yet later,

when the mist retreated, the sea itself became a portent of sightlessness: Spread flat and colorless in the morning light, the glassy water reminded

her of the depthless eyes of the blind, of that terrible sad vacancy where vision is denied.."The girl's baby," said Nolly, "was placed with Catholic

Family Services for adoption.".His first year in San Francisco was an eventful one for the nation and the world. Winston Churchill, arguably the
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greatest man of the century thus far, died. The United States launched the first air strikes against North Vietnam, and Lyndon Johnson raised troop

levels to 150,000 in that conflict. A Soviet cosmonaut was the first to take a space walk outside an orbiting craft. Race riots raged in Watts for five

fiery days. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was signed into law. Sandy Koufax, a Los Angeles Dodger, pitched a perfect game, in which no hitter

reached first base. T. S. Eliot died, and Junior purchased one of the poet's works through the Book-of-the-Month Club. Other famous people passed

away: Stan Laurel, Nat King Cole, Le Corbusier, Albert Schweitzer, Somerset Maugham.... Indira Gandhi became the first woman prime minister

of India, and the Beatles' inexplicable and annoying success rolled on and on..A mutual interest in ballroom dancing had resulted in their

introduction when each needed a new partner for a fox-trot and swing competition. Nolly had started taking lessons five years before he had met

Kathleen..They laughed and held hands. For the first time since Phimie's panicked phone call from Oregon, Celestina felt that everything would

eventually be all right again..He didn't want to lean inside and peer over the front seat. He had no weapon. He would be unbalanced, vulnerable..As

shaken as she had been at Phimie's side, she couldn't trust her memory. Perhaps she hadn't seen what she thought she'd seen..She didn't hide the

diagnosis from the family, but she delayed telling them the prognosis, which was bleak. Already, her bones were tender, packed full of mutated

immature white cells that hindered the production of normal white cells, red cells, and platelets..Prepared for any contingency, Junior listened to

the house until he was certain that he needed the knife for no one else..Dinner was available in the lounge. Junior enjoyed a superb filet mignon

with a split of fine Cabernet Sauvignon..The sign promised topless dancers. Although Junior had been in San Francisco for over a week, he had not

yet sampled this avant-garde art form..Into new avenues of the labyrinth he moved, but then back again, back upon his own trail, twisting, turning,

from the occult to modern literature, from history to popular science, and here the occult once more, always the shadow glimpsed so fleetingly and

so peripherally that it might hive been imagination, the scent of a woman no sooner detected than lost again in the perfumes of aging paper and

bindery glue, twisting, turning, until abruptly he stopped, breathing hard, halted by the realization that he hadn't heard the singing in some

time..The unmatched suite of bedroom furniture, cheap and scarred, might have been purchased at a thrift shop. A double bed and one nightstand.

A small dresser..All he cared about was Red Planet, and what might happen after page 103. He had carried the book with him to the doctor's office,

and on the way home in the car; he repeatedly opened it, squinting at the lines of type, trying to read around or through the "twisty" spots. "Jim and

Frank and Willis, they're in deep trouble.".Murmuring on the edge of sleep, Barty spoke to his father in all the places where Joey still lived:

"Good-night, Daddy.".Leave the lamps burning, the door unlocked. A murderer, frantic to vanish while the victim remained undiscovered, wouldn't

be worried about the cost of electricity or about protecting against burglary.."If you don't, your feeling gland isn't working. Want me to read you to

sleep?".Celestina had no illusions about playing detective. She would never be able to track down the bastard, and she had no stomach for

confronting him..On the other hand, one needed to believe in something. Junior didn't clutter his mind with superstitious nonsense or allow himself

to be constrained by the views of bourgeois society or by its smug concepts of right and wrong, good and evil. From Zedd, he'd learned that he was

the sole master of his universe. Self-realization through self-esteem was his doctrine; total freedom and guiltless pleasure were the rewards of

faithful adherence to his principles. What he believed in-the only thing he believed in-was Junior Cain, and in this he was a fiercely passionate

believer, devout unto himself Consequently, as Caesar Zedd explained, when any man was clearheaded enough to cast off all the false.Bolting up

from the couch-"Mom, are you there?"--she turned to Tom, her face collapsing in a ghastly expression..Years earlier, a stream had been diverted to

fill the vast excavation. Stock fish were added, mostly trout and bass..But on March 23, 1966, after a bad date with Frieda Bliss, who collected

paintings by Jack Lientery, an important new artist, Junior had an experience that rocked him, added significance to the episode in the diner, and

made him wish he hadn't donated his pistol to the police project that melted guns into switchblades..When you construct or reconstruct a world that

never existed, a wholly fictional history, the research is of a somewhat different order, but the basic impulse and techniques are much the same.

You look at what happens and try to see why it happens, you listen to what the people there tell you and watch what they do, you think about it

seriously, and you try to tell it honestly, so that the story will have weight and make sense..He held forth the single red rose. "For you. Not that it

compares. No flower could.".Leaning forward from his armchair, white hair as radiant as the wings of cherubim, Obadiah waved one misshapen

hand over the deck, never closer than ten inches to the cards. "Now please spread them out in a fan on the table, facedown.".Once, he had been a

superb driver. For the past decade, his performance behind the wheel depended on his mood..As the paramedic shoved the gurney across the

step-notched bumper, its collapsible legs scissored down. Agnes was rolled headfirst into the ambulance..The window was French with small

panes, so Celestina couldn't simply break the glass and climb out..With his bent thumb against the crook of his forefinger, he flipped the quarter.

Even as the coin snapped off the thumbnail and began to stir the air, Tom flung up both hands, fingers spread to show them empty and to distract.

Yet on a second look, the coin was not airborne as it had seemed to be, no longer spinning-wink, wink-before their dazzled eyes. It had vanished as

though into the payment slot of an ethereal vending machine that dispensed mystery in return..In a few instances, when his suspicions were aroused

in spite of their denials, Junior tracked down their residences. He observed them in the flesh and made additional-and subtle-inquiries of their

neighbors until he was satisfied that his quarry was elsewhere..Before the pianist could cry out, Junior drove him between the toilet and the sink,

slamming him against the wall hard enough to knock loose his breath and to cause the water to slosh audibly in the nearby toilet tank..His homely

face was long and narrow, as though pulled into that shape by the weight of his responsibilities. In other circumstances, however, his generous

mouth might have shaped an appealing smile; and his green eyes had in them the compassion of someone who himself had known great loss..Near
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midnight, she returned to her apartment. Lights out, in bed, staring at the ceiling, she was unable to sleep..He had experienced considerable

self-revelation during the past eighteen hours, but of all the new qualities he had discovered in himself, Junior was most proud of the realization

that he was such a profoundly sensitive person. This was an admirable character trait, but it would also be a useful screen behind which to commit

whatever ruthless acts were required in this dangerous new life he'd chosen..When Agnes had asked him to deliver the pies, before she had set out

with Joey for the hospital the previous day, Edom had wanted to beg off, but he had agreed without hesitation. He was prepared to suffer every

viciousness that nature could throw at him in this life, but he could not endure seeing disappointment in his sister's eyes.."You don't get the

heebie-jeebies," Max said. "You give 'em. Tell me what's wrong.".She had put aside a half-finished pencil portrait of Phimie to develop several of

Nella Lombardi..Slow deep breathing forgotten, gasping like a drowning swimmer, a sudden sweat dripping from his brow, Junior used one foot to

prod the fallen man..To her mother, Celestina said, "What did you mean when you said you'd heard all about Barty here?".The two men detached

and rolled up the pleated green skirt that hung from the rectangular frame of the graveyard winch on which the casket was suspended. Green, rather

than black, because Naomi loved nature: Junior had been thoughtful about the details of the service..Earlier, before leaving home, he had taken a

preventive dose of paregoric. For now, at least, his bowels were quiet.."Better hold on tight to her," Wally warned Celestina, braking to a halt at the

intersection. "She'll float up and away, then we'll have to call the fire department to get her down.".By his twelfth month, he was toilet-trained, and

every time that he had the need to use his colorful little bathroom chair, he proudly and repeatedly announced to everyone, "Barty potty.".The

pubescent physician returned with three colleagues, who crowded behind the privacy curtain to proclaim that none of them had ever seen any case

remotely like this before. The oldest-a myopic, balding lump-insisted on asking Junior probing questions about his marital status, his family

relationships, his dreams, and his self-esteem; the guy proved to be a clinical psychiatrist who speculated openly about the possibility of a

psychosomatic component..Another small pane of glass burst. A dismaying crack of wood. His back to her, the maniac raged at the window with

the snarling ferocity of a caged beast..He was having difficulty focusing his attention on the problem at hand. Through his mind, odd and

disconnected thoughts rolled like slow, greasy, eye-of-the-hurricane waves on an ominous sea..When Junior opened the trunk, he discovered that

fishing gear and two wooden carriers full of carpenter's tools left no room for a dead detective. He would be able to make the body fit only if he

dismembered it first..After staring at the coins for a long moment, Kathleen said, "I don't think any mystery writer has ever done a series of novels

about a priest detective who's also a magician.".Throughout the evening, Barty and Angel-sitting side by side and across the table from

Paul-listened to the adults at times and occasionally joined in the larger conversation, but primarily they talked between themselves. When the kids'

heads weren't together conspiratorially, Paul could hear their chatter, and depending on what else was being discussed around the table, he

sometimes tuned in to it. He picked up on the word rhinoceros, tuned in, tuned out, but a couple minutes later, he dialed back in when he realized

that Celestina, sitting two places farther along the table from him, had risen from her chair and was staring in amazement at the kids..He didn't

realize he was swinging the candlestick at Vanadium's face until he saw the blow land. And then he couldn't stop himself from swinging it yet once

more..Besides, Junior was reluctant to kill Vanadium, for real this time, and risk discovering- that the detective's filthy-scabby-monkey spirit would

in fact prove to be a relentless haunting presence that gave him no peace..Celestina was hardly more than a child herself, pretending to have the

strong shoulders and the breadth of experience to bear this burden. She felt half crushed.When all were gathered on the porch, lined up across the

head of the steps and along the railing, in chill damp air that smelled faintly of ozone and less faintly of jasmine, Barty said, "Mr. Vanadium, your

quarter trick is really cool. But here's something out of Heinlein.".As outgoing as his twin uncles were introverted, Barty didn't withdraw from the

festivities. Agnes never needed to remind him that family and guests took precedence over even the most fascinating characters in fiction, and the

boy's delight in the company of others pleased his mother and made her proud..The house was empty, silent. Hanna worked only days. Nellie Oatis,

Perri's companion, was not employed here anymore..A nurse in surgical greens appeared. "Pull up the sleeves of your scrub nearly to your elbows.

Scrub hard. I'll tell you when to stop.".Here they came at last, guns drawn, wary. Different uniforms, yet they reminded him of the cops in Oregon,

gathered in the shadow of the fire tower. The same faces: hard-eyed, suspicious..They had not come to Junior yesterday in their grief, if in fact they

had thought to grieve..Waking from a starry night in the Old West into electric light, gazing up into a blur of faces sans cowboy hats, Agnes felt

someone moving a piece of ice in slow circles over her bare abdomen. Shivering as the cold water trickled down her sides, she tried to ask them

why they were applying ice when she was already chilled to the bone, but she couldn't find her voice..If the sight of his daughter almost drove him

to his knees, the sight of his wife, also his first in seven years, lifted him until he was virtually floating across the grass..He stepped to the front

door, which was framed by curtained side lights. He drew one of the curtains aside and peered out..Excessive insurance, Agnes believed, was a

temptation to fate. "A reasonable policy, yes, that's fine. But a big one ... it's like betting on death.".-nor cruel, nor hateful, nor envious, nor mean,"

Phimie recited, "for all these are sicknesses of this fallen world-"."Loved her? Of course I loved her. Naomi was beautiful and so kind ... and funny.

She was the best ... the best thing that ever happened to me.".In case someone was waiting in the hallway, he flushed the john for authenticity,

though binding foods and paregoric still gave him the sturdy bowels of any brave knight in battle..He returned to the house and extinguished the

three blown-glass oil lamps on the living-room coffee table. Out, as well, the silk-shade lamp..EVERY MOTHER BELIEVES that her baby is

breathtakingly beautiful. She will remain unshakably convinced of this even if she lives to be a centenarian and her child has been harrowed by

eight hard decades of gravity and experience.."Fifty died in London, in '57, when two trains crashed. And a hundred twelve were crushed, torn,
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mangled, in '52, also England.".Junior put the money on the desk. "Then get into the records of Family Services.".Too late. The parsonage was

fully engulfed. With luck, they would save the church..she'd crossed herself during Edom's rant about the Tri-State Tornado of 1925. Then, she'd

been warding off bad fortune; now, with a smile and a look of wonder, she was acknowledging the grace of God, which, according to the cards, had

been settled generously on Bartholomew.."What's this?" the man asked her, as Sinatra swooped through "Come Fly with Me.".Agnes ran to the

kitchen, where she had been working when the doorbell rang, packing boxes of groceries to be delivered with the honey-raisin pear pies that she

and Jacob had baked this morning..Junior tipped his head back and gazed up toward the section of broken-out railing along the high observation

deck..As he raced into the future, the past caught up with him in the form of intestinal spasms, and by the time that he had driven only three miles,

whimpering like a sick dog, he made an emergency stop at a service station to use the rest room..As he'd proved to himself on his previous two

visits-his first night in town and then two nights thereafter-this number was merely part of the pianist's repertoire. Nothing supernatural here..When

Agnes turned her head and saw Maria Elena Gonzalez, she thought she must be dreaming again..They could not have been more solemn or more

respectful if Naomi's corpse--stitched back together, pumped full of embalming fluid, painted with pancake makeup, dressed in white, with her cold

hands clasping a Bible to her breast-had been reposing in a casket in this very room, surrounded by flowers and awaiting the arrival of mourners.

They were all polite, soft-spoken, sad-eyed, oozing unctuous concern--and so full of feverish calculation that Junior wouldn't have been surprised if

they had set off the ceiling-mounted fire sprinklers..The telephone rang, putting an end to their chat, but Agnes would remember the substance of it

later that year, on the day before Christmas, when Barty took a walk in the rain and changed forever his.Edom observed, amazed, as Agnes chatted

up their host, going from Mr. Sepharad to Obadiah, from the doorstep to the living room, the pie delivered and accepted, coffee offered and served,

the two of them pleased and easy with each other, all in the time that it would have taken Edom himself to get up the nerve to cross the threshold

and to think of something interesting to say about the Galveston hurricane of 1900, in which six thousand had died..The rich aromas on the air

would have thwarted the will of the most devout monks on a fast of penitence.."Agnes," said the magician, "you better start meeting with that

librarian now to record your own life. If you don't get started for another forty years, by then you'll need a whole decade of talking to get it all

down.".Holding on to the jamb with one hand, Barty leaned across the threshold, listening to the day. Birds. Softly rustling leaves. Nobody on the

porch. Even trying hard to be quiet, people always made some little noise..Snap, snap, snap! Three more quarters ricocheted off the left side of his

face-temple, cheek, jaw.
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