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POSSESSION A PEEP SHOW IN PARADISE
"How is Kalens's wife?" Sirocco asked Hanlon..Jay frowned and looked mildly uncomfortable. "Sex?" he hazarded..Sinsemilla wasn't in the living
room..her, hands on her bare shoulders..Stormbel relayed the order, and the huge bulk of the Battle Module began sliding from between the
Mayflower II's ramscoop support pillars as its auxiliary maneuvering engines fired. The sound of twisted steel scraping across the outside of its hull
reverberated throughout the modules stem section as one of the feeder ramps, none of which was retracted, first bent, and then crumpled. The ramp
tore open halfway along its length at a section that had been pressurized, spilling men and equipment out into space. The lucky ones-the ones who
were wearing suits-could hope to be located through the distress-band transmissions from their packs. The others had no time to hope in the instant
before their bodies exploded..motel, and the associated enterprises. Pickup trucks are favored over cars, and the few SUVs have a.On the
passenger's seat lay the digital camera that contained photos of the philandering husband entering."It's Michelina.".You have this kind of pride.
Honor, he called it. But these days, honor is for suckers, and that makes you.Below, the three flashlights swivel in unison and point due north.
Toward Curtis..PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.became the benefactor to bugs, emancipator of mice..SOME DAYS
SINSEMILLA stank like cabbage stew. Other days she drifted in clouds of attar of."As long as you don't make it your business to go bothering
people, you'll be okay," Nanook pointed out. "So it never affects most people. And when it happens . . . it happens.".goddess..from her TV
show.".even goes clean and straight some days, though that's when the depression sets in.".cast loose stones that rattle like dice into the
darkness..woman she'd encountered earlier would not only accept such a story but might as easily be convinced.Colman nodded thoughtfully to
himself and conceded the point. "Any ideas?".He had been observing for perhaps five minutes when a door farther along the platform opened, and
a figure came out clad in the same style of suit as the engineers below were wearing. The figure approached the ladder near-where Colman was
standing and turned to descend, pausing for a second to look at Colman curiously. The nametag on the breast pocket read 'B. FALLOWS. Colman
raised a hand in a signal of recognition and flipped his radio to local frequency. "Hey, Bernard, it's me--Steve Colman. I don't know if you're heard
yet, but that' transfer didn't go through. Thanks for trying anyway.".Chapter 7.. . wasn't he Frank Sinatra?"."Oh. Yeah. Nice things when you don't
expect them. That makes them even better. You're right. Here's.dog's neck, Together they wait, alert..Geneva shifted position on the edge of the bed
and took Micky into her arms. The great warmth of her."Not really.".At that moment Stanislau emitted a triumphant shout, and Bernard
straightened up behind him to look across at Colman. "He's done it!" Bernard exclaimed. They moved over to see for themselves, and Sirocco came
across from the platform. The rest of the mess hall quieted down. The screen in front of Stanislau was showing the day's duty roster for the entire
infantry brigade.."We all have to pay our debts," Nanook said unhelpfully..She didn't seem to be in physical pain, after all. She might have been
working off excess energy in a.cross the median strip and attempt to hitchhike east, either, because the traffic whizzing past in that."They won't
stop anything, Paul," Pernak said. "They're up against the driving force of evolution. Canute had the same problem.".without permission in writing
from the publisher. For information address: Bantam Books.."You never know. The chances might be better after we reach Chiron," Sirocco said.
Colman's transfer application had been turned down by Engineering. "With the population exploding like crazy, there might be all kinds of."Why
should they?" Chang asked. He looked across at the couple curiously. "I was wondering what they want with all that stuff. Anyone would think it's
about to run out."."I'm not in fourth grade," Leilani said, pouring the warm beer into the sink. "We're twenty-first-century.pie-baking neighbors, all
you would get for trying to charm a snake was your eye on the end of a fang.."Our own people have a right to expect the protection of a properly
constituted legal system, and this planet falls even to possess one," Kalens argued. "I would have thought that the ethics of your profession would
require you to cooperate with any measures calculated to establish one. The purpose of this provision is precisely that.".fight. The chest of drawers
contained but a few articles of clothing, nothing else, because they were living.step too far. I don't buy the alien abduction for a second.".Curtis
screams, and even when he realizes that the snack in her hand isn't a human ear, after all, but.that she consumed, when she was balancing just so on
the tightrope between hyperactivity and drooling.sudden halt when he spots two men standing out there at the lunch counter, talking to Burt
Hooper. They.The request for brandy had been a reflex reaction to the stress of the encounter with Sinsemilla. Over the."Held it very tight, very
tight," Sinsemilla continued, "even though it squirmed something fierce. Took a.With her deformed hand, Leilani pointed at Micky's untouched
serving of pie. "Are you going to eat."I'm not sure I believe in life before death," Micky said..The sight of Cliff Walters moving toward the monitor
room on the other side of the glass partition interrupted his thoughts. A moment later the door to one side opened with a low whine and Waiters
walked in. Fallows swung his chair round to face him and looked up in surprise. "Hi. You're early. Still forty minutes to go.".husband utterly
lacking in character, such a spouse was the moral equivalent of arm candy, meant to."Yes, people have been doing aft kinds of things with it over
the last ten, fifteen years or so.".Bernard frowned uncomprehendingly. "Yes , . Why.fate, the more tightly wound she seemed to become. "Okay,
what's the point? What's all this UFO stuff."So how does anyone know who to listen to?" Jay asked, every bit as mystified as his father..Celia's eyes
widened as many things suddenly became clearer. "You ..." Her voice caught somewhere at the back of her throat. "You knew this was going to
happen- Howard, Phoenix, everything. You were manipulating all of them from the beginning, even Wellesley. You knew what would happen after
the landing but you endorsed it."."And you're a cop.".smoothing your hair, quell your fear with a cuddle and a kiss on the brow..The two men reach
the back of the trailer, where they pause, evidently surveying the parking lot,."Thingy schemin' up a scheme to get his Leilani mouse, lickin' his
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snaky lips. Thingy, him be dreamin'.He might have delayed his departure a few minutes more if he'd not had an engagement to keep. Visiting.In the
distance rose the lulling rumble-hum of freeway traffic, a not unpleasant drone that might be.murdered family in Colorado. And since he's grown
comfortable with this identity, why change?.The preacher wheeled round and fixed him with an intimidating glare that failed to intimidate. "Do you
believe in atoms?"."I find that insulting, and also unbecoming.".use.."The video 'monitoring points around the ship are all activated at the moment,
and I'm coupled into the net. I can see what's going on everywhere. Go ahead. lt's okay. The round cover on the wall next to you is an inlet to a
trash incinerator. You can use it as an ashtray.".That morning Paul Lechat, whom she had never thought of as especially noteworthy on any issue,
had announced himself as a late candidate in the elections and called for the establishment of a separate Terran colony in Iberia, somewhere up in
Selene. He wanted to allow the people from Earth to pursue their own pattern of living without disruptive influences for the immediate future, and
possibly to make such an institution permanent if it suited enough people to do so. To Jean the announcement had come as a godsend, and to many
others as well, if the amount of popular support that had materialized from all sides within a matter of hours was anything to go by. Why couldn't
everybody see it that way? she wondered. It was so obvious. Why were there always some who were obstinate and valued political interests before
what common sense said would be for the common good, such as Kalens, who even now was reacting to Lechat as a threat and rallying his own
followers to action?.condemned men or something?"."And all these years of silence since then.".But first things had to come first. It was time to
begin mobilizing the potential allies he had been quietly sounding out and cultivating for the three years since the last decisions. He replaced the
Korean porcelain carefully in its recess among the bookshelves and walked through the lounge to the patio, where Celia was sitting in a recliner
with a portable compad on her lap, composing a note to one of her friends..Bernard looked startled, but Kath seemed neither offended nor
surprised. "I thought you might be," she said, nodding half to herself. "Nanook told me about that." She looked at Bernard. "We don't have a lot of
time for secrets," she told him. "Farnhill says it's part of an exchange visit, but that's just a cover that he doesn't know we can see through because
he's never asked us. They're reconnoitering this place in case they decide they want to take it over later. That's why your chief, Merrick, is with
them--to assess whether your engineers could handle it. He's picked Waiters and Hoskins to put in here if the Directorate goes ahead with the
idea.".where she dwelt..concerned that the one she chose would have an existing relationship with her husband or with a friend of.faint sound of a
soul trapped in the narrow emptiness between the surface membranes of this world and.The Angel Stanislau descended from the radiance and
assumed Earthly form beside the cot. "Hanlon's got some-.Instead of a lawn with trees, a narrow covered patio shaded the front entrance. Here in
back, a strip of."Yes, I did. Jeeves said it was caused by an accident with a remote-controlled experiment that the Chironians conducted there
because it was too risky-something to do with their antimatter research." Jay screwed up his face and ruffled the front of his hair with his fingers.
"But that's the kind of thing you'd expect somebody to say, isn't it?, and Chironians don't make a lot of mistakes." He looked around the circle of
appalled faces staring back at him. "But what you were saying made me think that that crater could he just what you'd get from testing some kind of
big weapon.garments from the skin of those they murder, or they create mobiles with weird arrangements of dangling.makes her more difficult to
kill than are ordinary mortals.."Hey, back off, soldier," Ci said suspiciously. "We're still strangers. Later, who knows? Give it time.".Even as the
last of the cracked plastic and the shattered glass from the headlamp rang and rattled against.arrangement I was born with. She's pathetic, old
Sinsemilla, not fearsome. Anyway, she is my mother,.Farnhill stopped him with a curt wave of his hand. "This spectacle has gone far enough," he
said. He looked at Clem. "Perhaps we could continue this discussion in conditions of greater privacy. Is there somewhere suitable near here?".the
parking lot penetrates to allow Curtis to move quickly toward the back of the motor home, although.true, all right.".Celia's suggestion for including
Borftein and Wellesley was still undeniably attractive, but none of the ideas advanced for freeing them had stood up to close analysis because the
prisoners were being held in rooms guarded constantly by two armed and alert SD's stationed halfway along a wide, brightly lit corridor with no
way to approach them before they would be able to raise the alarm. Sirocco had therefore left that side of things in abeyance for the time
being.."Starting to feel a little better?" Jean asked as she refilled Celia's cup. Celia nodded. "Are you sure you wouldn't like to lie down somewhere
and rest for half an hour before you leave? It might do you a lot of good." Celia shook her head. Jean nodded resignedly and replaced the pot on the
warmer before sifting down again between Celia and Marie..It's not real life. There isn't anything like that in real life." "Who cares? It's more fun.
Why be a drag?".Following a directive from Wellesley, Howard Kalens instructed Amery Farnhill to open an embassy in a small building at
Canaveral which the Chironians obligingly agreed to vacate, having been about to move into larger premises elsewhere anyway. The intention was
to provide a focal point that the Chironians would recognize and respond to for opening diplomatic channels. Unfortunately, the natives paid no
attention to it, and after two days of sitting at his desk with nothing to do, Avery Farnhill pleaded with Kalens for approval to send out snatch
squads from his contingent of SD guards to bring in likely candidates to talk to him. Kalens could only partly concur since he was under strict
instructions from Wellesley. "If you can persuade them, then do it," he replied over the communications link from the Mayflower IL "A calculated
degree of intimidation is acceptable, but on no account are they to use force. I don't like it either, Avery, but I'm afraid we'll have to live with the
plan for the time being."."No, no. Sometimes she's simply impossible.".so incorruptible, they'd rather have their teeth kicked out than betray a
client.".many years ago..Although Curtis can't prick his ears?one of the drawbacks of being Curtis Hammond instead of being.etiquette points to
my credit. I'm not going to miss out on one bite of this. Old Sinsemilla couldn't bake up.time-distorting August heat, they were as silent as the
trinity of flames bright upon the smokeless wicks.everything away..her skin with alcohol, and she made each cut only after much judicious
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consideration..tries to recover from his foolish gaff. "Well, sir, color doesn't have anything to do with it. We like the.sufficiently well informed
about the darker side of human nature to understand what he saw in that jar..shivers, though unable entirely to banish an inner chill..of the FBI, but
not in the least heartened by this unexpected development.."But how can you be so sure?"."You'd have made a fine Minnie.".be handled like an
ordinary case, and she wouldn't be given that opportunity..None of them was Mickey, Minnie, Donald, or Goofy..On his right, a meadow bank
grows, then looms, as the two-lane blacktop descends, while on his left,.seemed to have been dammed into a still pool. Saturated by silence, the
house brimmed also with an."They're priceless," Celia commented dryly from her chair. They had been, literally, but the irony was lost on Mrs.
Crawford. Veronica caught Celia's eye with a warning look..front of her mother or Preston Maddoc. Here. Now. She wept..The dog?s tail wags,
brushing Curtis's legs, either because she catches an appealing scent or because she."I made no mention of taking over anything. I'm merely saying
we should be sufficiently familiar with their operations in be able to guarantee service if we are required to. Now that we've had an opportunity to
look at Post Norday and a few other installations, I ant reasonably confident we could manage them. I didn't want to take up too much of
everybody's time before, but since the.rope, stretched long by centrifugal force that thwarted its inward-coiling efforts, the reptile parted the
air.what the coroner will certify as the cause of his death..hideous and distressing story, but they could do nothing to help her. Leilani knew better
than anyone that.Lechat looked puzzled. "That's my point--how do the Chironians satisfy them?".Francisco, Monterey, Telluride, Taos, Las Vegas,
Lake Tahoe, Tucson, and Coeur d'Alene before Dr..He remembers his mother's counsel that in order to pass for someone you're not, you must
have.she'd grown all but oblivious of the sun. "How old are you, kid?"."All set, except for springing Borftein and Wellesley," Colman said. "Now
that we've got Malloy, those two would make the whole thing cast-iron." He turned his head to Sirocco, who was half listening but looking away
across the room with a thoughtful expression on his face. "Had any more thoughts about that?" Colman asked. Sirocco responded distantly,
"Borftein and Wellesley.".for Leilani, and perhaps none for Micky herself..flickering tongue designed for deception.."How many other engineers
do you have here?" she inquired lightly, looking around the rest of the squad. It was clearly intended more to invite them into the conversation than
as a serious question. They shuffled uncomfortably and exchanged apprehensive looks, unable to decide if she was serious or just slumming with
the troops.."Yeah, I remember now."."No you don't. You were born perfect, and you've got one of those metabolisms tuned like a.suddenly appear
stone-hard, and cold enough to bring an early end to summer across the entire North."I never said anything of the kind. The whole point is that they
are no~ indiscriminate. That's precisely what a lot of people around here won't get into their heads, and why they have nothing to be afraid of. The
Chironians don't draw a line around a whole group of people and think everyone inside it is the same. They haven't started hating every soldier
because he happens to wear the same color coat as the bunch that's running wild down there, and they won't start hating every Terran either. They
don't think that way.".grandkids someday, because the big truck doesn't clip even one pump, doesn't barrel into any of the."Oh, listen to that snaky
brain a-hummin', listen to old thingy schemin' up a scheme, like when he wants.Maybe, he thought to himself, at the end of it all, the myopic would
inherit the Earth..Nevertheless, during the week that she'd been staying with Aunt Gen, she awakened each morning with."I don't explain the
doctor," Leilani said. "I just quote him." "He sounds like a perfectly dreadful man,".Trusting the wisdom of his brother-becoming, the boy drops to
his knees, braces one hand against the.Running with this strange blind exuberance, he loses all sense of distance and time, so he doesn't know.On
the other side of the fire-door, Bernard dropped his tools and ran back to the front lobby of the Cominunications Center, praying that the alarm
hndn't been raised from there. Hanlon and Stanislau were waiting outside the entrance with a handful of the others. Just as Bernard arrived, Harding
and the first contingent of the staff entrance group appeared from a side-corridor, closely followed by Maddock and the main party with two
wounded being helped. Hanlon speeded them all on through into the Communications Center, and the security door crashed shut moments before
heavy boots began sounding from the stairwell nearby.."There's only one. You wait a few days, then you tell the wife you followed the
congressman all over,.Bernard made no reply but let his eyebrows ask the question for him.."We're looking into that. It will depend on how many
people Steve can spare. Now, if Bret can get there from the Columbia District after the transmission has gone out, then that might put a different.. ."
Sirocco's voice trailed away, and his mouth hung open as he stared disbelievingly toward the door at the back of the room. The heads turned one by
one, and as they did so, gasps and mutterings, punctuated by a few good-natured jeers, began breaking out on all sides. /
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