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THE HAND OF GOD
82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver
clii.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac,
who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us
slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could
not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the
slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went
on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence,
with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl
Taweddud ccccxxxvi.Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother
and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since
yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So
she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen
questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust
in God the Most High that it will cease.".I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii.
245..66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing
the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and
the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his
windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled;
whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah
Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he
addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the
man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said
to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind
to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to
thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase
money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him
a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so
he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier
[Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in
himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my
heart.'.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.When the day departed and the evening came, the
king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said,
"Know, O august king, that.When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast
done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel,
who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was
like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like
the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same]
subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great;
so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy
troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the
mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing
that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed
himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of
those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the
youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost
its leafage, covered all with green..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the
Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work,
namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation,
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practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being
omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing
widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights,
whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate
Tale..52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and
looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him
somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house,
whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and
feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of
wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy
way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the
damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd
is in the litters' shrined..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him
prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no
robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself;
so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look
into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve
him..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them
for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my
lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who
was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted
upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know,
O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of
her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her
presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last
thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.There was once aforetime a chief
officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the
officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the
next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went
and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers,
avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I
said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine
trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket
under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the
murder of a woman..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our
foregathering And not a helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who
never Laughed again dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that
which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to
the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made
my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then
how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes,
O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my
transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets
ccccxxxii.Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing
and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body
wastes amain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.? ? ? ? ?
To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].When it was the seventh day, the
seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this
youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused
the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after
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this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".? ?
? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii.
181..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that
had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the
alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened
with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain
of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I
will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were
both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap]
and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go
forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So
she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if
he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O
thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick
of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou
shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..Now this servant
was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went and took service with King
Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent him
a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced
in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..I marvelled at this with the
utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and
besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!"
But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four
hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I
suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then
I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God
done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left
him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the
freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and
begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.When the king
heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and
hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so
he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were
[prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from
thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour
and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the
youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for
that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch
over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as
appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of
his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May
God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..The Eighteenth Night of the Month..As for the king their father, he abode with his wife,
their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto
them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his
sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of
Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife
and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of
Khorassan and his mother and sister.".? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath
nought standeth me in stead..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of
choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched
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the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and
mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating
of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of
clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness;
nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with
the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the
stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban
from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a
lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I
pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and
said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided
him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot
shut thy memory from my spright..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom
shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good
breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and
mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink
thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he
deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and
have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this
man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill
repute..Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he
returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl
open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay
thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and
another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and
obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his
host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren
of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in
their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of
her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till
the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied
forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide
to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..Ishac entered, he and
his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how
they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us
except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his
company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it
was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had
touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.When the night darkened on her, she
called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained
from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without
recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for
her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him,
"Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I
questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks
nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath
foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of
him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her
sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..[When the king heard his
wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and
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colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned
his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of
fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta
make..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of
wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the
merchant said,.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous
punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I
am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he
rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed
their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.?THE TENTH
OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with
him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen
and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth
and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier
and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him
forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of
the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great
ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57)
whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head
bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit
relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with
him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he
looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of
the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her
like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.The Tenth Day..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his
drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment
till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O
Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".So the old woman returned to the
lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now
and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it
to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and
lay hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with
her." So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered
the draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I
fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer,
and she took it and went away with it; and I know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly
suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..Wife, The Old Woman and the
Draper's, ii. 55..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by
the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till
she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods
and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out
tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon
the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the
needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the
morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his
Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..? ? ? ? ? But rigour
still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene,
estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon
him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the
druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and
the-hand-of-god.pdf
Page 5/10

The Hand Of God

wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would
have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down
into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a
Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no
thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the
king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by
him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself
unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou
acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and
dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the
recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent];
and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her,
"Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".El Abbas went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the
chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him,
"Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with
rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered
the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the
king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters
of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a
poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to
him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that
day.".After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint
with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her
not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him.
As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what
they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before them and play
with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon
ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the king
would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou
not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall
be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King,
for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter
Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and
how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered
Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will
marry her to him.".Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered
from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon
for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress,
who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors
to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave
thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole;
whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show
forth her innocence before witnesses..78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the
Month.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he
sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the
time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and
beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before
thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto
God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and
soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves
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humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who
guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them
forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the
age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her
husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds
[in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered
and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her
bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not
contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint
me with his case.'.Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence
concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the
king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes;
and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into
his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it
should be the king's will to put him to death..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE UNFINISHED
CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND
NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they
had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the
night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space,
earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if
he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house
and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this
thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by
whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the
cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave;
and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be
it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep
overcame her and she slept..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led
astray..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.There was once a king of
the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and
asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his
kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome
woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the
comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king
another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So
he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..? ? ? ? ? And I
to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.So she made ready
and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets.
[Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him
of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent
his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how
he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the
case]..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and
the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured
brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of
narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and
improvised and sang the following verses:.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted
the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and
on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon
her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the
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Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house."
So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she
drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested
herself..When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the
[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell
because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with
good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance.
How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:
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