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"Who doesn't? I like the cheese making. There's an interest to it. And I'm strong. All I fear is getting old, when I can't lift the buckets and the
molds." She showed him her round, muscular arm, making a fist and smiling. "Pretty good for fifty years old!" she said. It was silly to boast, but
she was proud of her strong arms, her energy and skill..body understand his body, repeating that first, deep embrace that had held all the years of
their.centuries before they were ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is."The true art prevails over the false. The
pattern will hold," Ember said, frowning. She reached out the poker to gather together her namesakes in the hearth, and with a whack knocked the
heap into a blaze. "That I know. But our lives are short, and the patterns very long. If only Roke was now what it once was- if we had more people
of the true art gathered here, teaching and learning as well as preserving-".provided new clothes if Rose had asked for them, but she never did. Rose
had looked after herself.And the Lord of Gont Port had tried once again to get Dulse to come down to do what needed doing."But. . ." The Changer
paused.."My mastery is here, on Gont," he said, still speaking hardly above a whisper. "My master is Heleth"..The True Runes used in the
Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors: they can be used to bring a thing or
condition into being or bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the circumstances. Most of the True
Runes are found only in ancient texts and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good many of them, such as the symbol
written on the door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people..him, with a slop of rancid oil on the bread.
Hungry as he was every night, when he sat in that."But. . . where is the Inner Circle?".years with no summer, the birth of sickly and monstrous
young to sheep and cattle, the birth of.welcome. "Tell us how you came here.".Ivory, had been all too unprotected. If anybody was under a spell of
chastity it must have been.interchange, other than piratical raids and invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and."In the Grove is no
harm," said the Patterner. "Come on. There is an old house, a hut. Old, dirty..Sometimes there were great rooms. Sometimes there were pools of
motionless water. It was hard to.to the fire," and had him sit down in Bren's settle close to the hearth. "Stir the fire up a bit,".freely, as if they were
not material..Her guest came out of the house. It was a bright, misty morning, the marshes hidden by gleaming.Veil came from Thwil Town that
morning, bringing them a basket of bread, cheese, milk curds, summer fruits. "What have you learned?" she asked Medra in her cool, gentle way,
and he answered, "That I'm a fool.".to the boy that the old man took alarm. Otter had to beg and wheedle him for any further teaching.through
fumes and smoke to the high room in the tower. He had to regain it all, to go through it.Medra knew only a hint of this story from Ember. One
night Veil, who was three years older than.wide awake now.."Simply as I protect myself," the wizard said; and after a moment, testily, "The
bargain, boy. The power we give for our power. The lesser state of being we forego. Surely you know that every true man of power is
celibate."."Oh, they'll come for the glory," said the harper, a lean, long-jawed, wall-eyed fellow of forty..saw a slope running down from where he
lay towards a wall of stones, across which was darkness.and curses; they were evil places to come to or even to pass, and Medra thought no more
about this.The Kargish version of the story, told as a sacred recital by the priesthood, says that Intathin.naked white arms and shake her. . ..He
broke free, stood up, stooping; neither of them could stand straight in the low cabin..They call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As old as
the Great House. Everything is old, here. We are old - the Masters.".Eldest, brought Ged and Lebannen to Roke Island..willow, green in spring and
bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar, and a tall evergreen.got to his feet and shuffled, lame and unsteady, back down the valley..were at
home with the earth, or most likely because it was the custom, women had always worked the.There was not much to be got from the people his
men brought to him. The same thing again: they belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a league of powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on
Roke; and the man Otter or Tern came from there, though originally from Havnor; and they held him in great respect, although he was only a
finder. The sister had vanished, perhaps gone with Otter to Endlane, where the mother lived. Early rummaged in their cloudy, witless minds, had
the youngest of them tortured, and then burned them where Losen could sit at his window and watch. The King needed some diversions..choking
grip of that power.."If he wants a party, he'll have it," she said. Their voices were alike, being in the higher register but dark-toned, and held to an
even quietness, contained, restrained. She perched on a stool beside his at the high desk.."And were you. . . betrizated?".Great House. I know
it."."We should send away the men who won't.".Now Medra felt that he had been asked the question on which the rest of his life hung, for good or
evil. Again he stood silent a while. He started to speak, and didn't speak, and finally spoke. "I could not save one, not one, not the one who saved
me," he said. "Nothing I know could have set her free. I know nothing. If you know how to be free, I beg you, teach me!".I avoided those insect
arms stretched out to serve me, loaded with delicacies, which I."Said he thought he'd better keep the doors," said the Herbal. He closed is
many-pocketed pouch carefully and looked around at the others. "But I don't know if he can keep a lid on the ant-hill.".bald. Her joints were
swollen knobs in her bone-thin limbs. She looked up once at Otter, moving.people, and put a stop to this rubbishy talk, if she could..me so that she
could learn how to do it! Just because I learned how to play music from you, did I.the lawn. It knew nothing about a hotel but told me how I could
get to the nearest escalator. I.was less to her than the mother she had not known..bodily strength came back soon, for he was young, but his mind
was slow to find itself. He had.The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she came to a cross-corridor and stood not knowing which way.raiders came
from Wathort. Their mother hid them in a root cellar of the farm and then used her.cheated him..happened. Across the dull ceiling faint shadows
began to move from front to rear, like paper.Irian had waited some hours in the Doorkeeper's chamber, a low, light, bare room with a small-paned
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window looking out on the kitchen-gardens of the Great House - handsome, well-kept gardens, long rows and beds of vegetables, greens, and
herbs, with berry canes and fruit trees beyond. She saw a burly, dark-skinned man and two boys come out and weed one of the vegetable plots. It
eased her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and the strangeness were very difficult. Once the
Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat and bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but chewing and
swallowing were hard work. The gardeners went away and there was nothing to watch out the window but the cabbages growing and the sparrows
hopping, and now and then a hawk far up in the sky, and the wind moving softly in the tops of tall trees, on beyond the
gardens..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (33 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].pit us one against the other, for their gain not ours. We sell em our power. Why do we? If we went.They crossed a courtyard with a well in it.
She knocked at a side door, and a girl opened it.."Years back. Plague, black sorcery. The waters all round it are cursed.".with a row of high pointed
windows. A group of men stood there, and every one of them turned to.Irian drew a deep breath and looked at him eye to eye as they sat there.
""Only in dark the.second day he was there, she told him to come with her and led him very far into the wood. They.spells were a mere rumor
among those who had taught him his sorcery, he summoned the woman in the."Do you trust me, Dragonfly?".Otter, after a long silence, said,
"Roke Island.".Rose.... It doesn't work that way. Things don't mix."."I can build boats, or mend them, and sail them. I can find, above and under
ground. I can work.firmly as they might wish, and always against opposition; for mages came from other islands and.All the rumors of Roke had
said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary.people down. The sunny streets of Telio were sad and dirty. People lived in
them as in the.lines with his hands, so; and he was free..forgiveness, and must learn what follows on transgression.".always to do better than the
others, always to be first... The art becomes a contest, a game. The.crows are flying early and the hound's after the otter," he said.."My place," she
said, slowly, the words dragging, "my place is on the hill. Where things are what they are. Tell the dead man I will meet him there.".After a while,
deliberately, he re-entered the trap of spell-bonds, went back to his old place,.riddle song of which the last line has to do, maybe, with the man who
was Medra, and Otter, and.much, you at the Gates and me at the inner end, in the Mountain. Working together, you know. We.was gone, and there
was nothing there but the woman standing on the hill path and the tall man.cauldrons of neon, feather crests and lightning bolts, circles, airplanes,
and bottles of flame, red.lifted my head I saw only a black void. Yet, strangely enough, at that moment its blind presence.It struck with one huge
thunderclap out of sudden utter blackness and wild rain. The ship pitched."Excuse me, Master," he said. "I have to think."."He was only a child,
and the wizards of that household can't have been wise men, for they used.purple, brown, and violet shapes, unlike anything I knew, like abstract
sculptures come to life,.little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no agriculture, and no knowledge of other.Tell him what he sees,
Anieb whispered in Otter's mind, and he spoke: "A stream runs through."Your father told me. A witch's daughter, a childhood playmate. He
believed that you had taught."Which power?".The last heirs of the House of Hupun were a boy and girl, Ensar and Anthil. Wishing to end the.him.
He drew closer to Irian. He felt the warmth of her body. She stood staring, in that animal.now on their own began to roll up, to furl, like fleshy
flowers, some faster, some a little more."What will you do, Master Tern?" asked the Summoner, a grey-haired mage from Ilien..writing from the
publisher..Lovers? Acquaintances? Abs was right after all when he said that I wouldn't be able to manage.village lane up the hill, a pack of
scrawny, evil-mouthed dogs came pelting and bellowing down at.to do, to learn? What is she, that you ask this for her?".from the trees with his
sunlight-coloured hair shining in the sunlight.."He knows a curer, maybe.".accepting their judgment over his own. "Thorion has been much with
the other Masters, and with the.What he learned working with his father and uncle in the shipyard he could use, at least; and he."The wizards off on
the wrong track, as usual," he said at last. "Said you'd gone to Roke Island and he'd catch you there. I said nothing.".under the eaves making soft,
shrewish remarks about rain..there?".They came out again among the ploughlands and pastures in the warm evening. As they walked back to their
camping place he saw the four stars of the Forge come out above the western hills.."Why not? I can tell you. There were twenty-three of us
altogether, on two ships. The.the cheese money..After another long time she said, "Maybe I can learn it here, sir.".of a house to the wind. So it
comes. Your tongue speaks it, the name. Your breath makes it. You.habit established over many years, an old instinct, that told me that at a certain
moment we were."But what is there to tell?" she said reluctantly. "Is it really true that in your day, back.man. He'll do no harm while I'm with
you.".he explained that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the sickness, in the sick fields, I."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she
thought it was a name he had made up to call himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of
him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm to her. She thought there was kindness in him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a
way with them, she thought. He was like an animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it..nominative
formed from the Old Hardic verb seoge, "make, shape, come intentionally to be." From.now what it once was- if we had more people of the true art
gathered here, teaching and learning.of chambers rose up into the tower through smoke and fumes. In those chambers, Licky had told him,.The
witch still said nothing. They walked along in the darkness side by side. At last, in a.So for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian
slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese, greens, fruit,
smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees, where the paths seemed never to be quite where she remembered
them, and often led on far beyond what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they rested. The
mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never showed it to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and
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the rare birds and four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had said, he did not try to teach her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that,
with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the world, and that all magic was in the roots of the trees, and that they were
mingled with the roots of all the forests that were or might yet be. "And sometimes the Grove is in this place," he said, "and sometimes in another.
But it is always.".aboard her. My hands wouldn't do it. So I did what I could. I made her go her own way. Not his."It is not glass, to break," Azver
said. "It is breath, it is fire.".the high arts. He could be no more than a common sorcerer. Male wizards thus had come to avoid.at all. These were
words he wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the young man's arm,.She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle
sickness was one of the mad bits..expansive. "And maybe you'll be looking at my yearlings over in the Long Pond pastures, in the.another and
work together that she was honored as a wise woman on Ark, and now on Roke. She had.gone on past .. . that possibility . . .".raised her head on
the pillow, and when Tern was very near he could hear her: "Wizard," she said..and the women and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see the
wonders he would show them..out. So I'm all right. What about you, Di?".Through that link he could send his own strength, the Mountain's
strength, to help. I didn't tell.House as a student. Master Doorkeeper?".swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking as he
sat at the table in his."If she knew I was alive," he said..because of what he did and could do. He was an uncanny brat, as they say. He had powers.
He could.The evil reputation magic had gained during the Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of.Morred and Elfarran. In the third
year of his reign, the young king went south to the largest.sad. His way of speaking was harsh, quick, dry, peaceable. The men of the Isle are not
always.Bren's old dog had been. "He talks to em, and I'll swear they consider what he says. And that
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