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When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief
officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open
the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour.
Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with
traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to
slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the
tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill,
the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat
down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover,
the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote
upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..?THE ELEVENTH
OFFICER'S STORY..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that
deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police
dciii.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.Then
said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I
acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am
Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the
Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the
city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours
and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me."
Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of
the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them
and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou
art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose
to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her
daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked
her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he
went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the
backs of camels..Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..The
Eighteenth Night of the Month..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none
surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.See, then, O august king," continued
the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will
succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I
fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be
mute.".When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode
days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?"
"O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death."
Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the
damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and
these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on
it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention
his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear
somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other
than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".So I arose and gathering
wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark
thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety,
[well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up
there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the
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raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and
committed myself to the stream..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone
with light,.? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..So she opened the door to
him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and
swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she
could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and
smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a
jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist,
that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned
to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,'
answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his
house..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and
reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a
trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's
middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so
the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when
he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to
the mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor
couldst from me divide..? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a
tide..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story
dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..There was once a man of fortune,
who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his
wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that
were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he
fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a
deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place.
Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ? ?
? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL
SITT EL MILAH. (1).? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you
remain..? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..117.
The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did
came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare
And left us to endure estrangement and despair..? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the
people raise high..? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful
dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.Accordingly, the trooper
bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished
his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way,
whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's
house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted
the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to
his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to
him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair,
when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought to distinguish between us but our
clothes? Go back to her.'.EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE.
(83).? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of
which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary
gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long
but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of it should be
included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the
Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are
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accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at
the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their way.
This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart
from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come across
a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..Wife, Firouz
aad his, i. 209..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with
them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they
taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted
and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out
a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat,
wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a
fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;'
whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad.
Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned
with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but
there betided me this and that.'.Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two
dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go,
he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him
and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on
condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou
choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send
thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to
the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may
God the Most High requite thee with good!'.? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have
sight..Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went and
took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and told
his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth
to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his
garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he
returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on
this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to
relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in
peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a
man of the guards..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik
Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up
with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low
moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with
this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon.."There was
once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself
from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy
House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred
parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for
him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son
set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who
made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless
wight..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..Then he lighted him three candles and three lamps and
spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was as that of virgin musk. He filled the first cup
and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave; may I not be afflicted with thy loss!" drank it
off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his speech and he
said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it to the Khalif, reciting the
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following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us
elate,.Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which
chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and
delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them,
and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein]
of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all
lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One
Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).Er Reshid considered her beauty and the
goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress
of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well,
O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description
of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than
thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of
the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the
face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.? ? ? ? ? If
slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.?
? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.Then she walked in the garden till she came to a
pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long
corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk.
Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her
body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous
day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and
streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its
disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the
zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen
Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight
hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be
bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced,
till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men
and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to
thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and
found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself
to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had
betided him after her and wept sore..With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look
into his affair.".Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they
sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship.
Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we
wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants
we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy
news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this
to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and
Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of
their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate
and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her
their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So
he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo
Police dcv.Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution
slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.After that I tarried till
three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with
dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman
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with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for
many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the
eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.169. Marouf the
Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble
themselves to her and prone before her fall..Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and
gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord,
this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out,
scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to
the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us
without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a
single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.When the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still
angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she
questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on account of the burns in
the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw
[the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it
please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from thee, and he shall
mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him what had
passed..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and
lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor
entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and
looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he
caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited
him..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..Now he had a friend, who
pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster,
for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with
me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of
their [false] debts.'.When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in
Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs
(66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three
days..When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer
to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away and lay
awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the
mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein I
am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in
act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he
opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites
thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in
the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal.
Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust
after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook
herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of]
whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be
content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling
orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..God keep
the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.So the merchant went forth, afflicted,
sorrowful, weeping, [and wandered on along the sea-shore], till he came to a sort of divers diving in the sea for pearls. They saw him weeping and
mourning and said to him, 'What is thy case and what maketh thee weep?' So he acquainted them with his history, from first to last, whereby they
knew him and said to him, 'Art thou [such an one] son of such an one?' 'Yes,' answered he; whereupon they condoled with him and wept sore for
him and said to him, 'Abide here till we dive for thy luck this next time and whatsoever betideth us shall be between us and thee.' Accordingly, they
dived and brought up ten oysters, in each two great pearls; whereat they marvelled and said to him, 'By Allah, thy luck hath returned and thy good
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star is in the ascendant!' Then they gave him ten pearls and said to him, 'Sell two of them and make them thy capital [whereon to trade]; and hide
the rest against the time of thy straitness.' So he took them, joyful and contented, and addressed himself to sew eight of them in his gown, keeping
the two others in his mouth; but a thief saw him and went and advertised his mates of him; whereupon they gathered together upon him and took
his gown and departed from him. When they were gone away, he arose, saying, 'These two pearls [in my mouth] will suffice me,' and made for the
[nearest] city, where he brought out the pearls [and repairing to the jewel- market, gave them to the broker], that he might sell them..106. The Man
of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore
and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his
servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the
offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O
King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency
is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days,
and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off
from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..115.
The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with
her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a
word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the
learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and
suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and
said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold,
she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the
eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.I saw thee, O thou best of all
the human race, display, i. 46..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under
pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to
the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land
of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the
lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of
dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving
sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled
and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be
with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him
who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched
high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou
puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go
forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the
sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is
under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..103. Julnar of the Sea
and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish;
yet, if he would but hear,.Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the
city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit,
beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper
to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against
my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them;
so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for
me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to
her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she
refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first
commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High
and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety
and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He
granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed,
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his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he
hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate
(216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart
the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".? ? ? ? ?
m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what
while the stars abide..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought,
saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I
answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so
do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When
the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost
endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round
about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on
this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan,
King, i. 215..When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in
that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then
came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the
malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".? ? ? ? ? I'm the
keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii
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